

November 13, 2012
Regular Council Meeting
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 13, 2012

A Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, was held Tuesday, November 13, 2012, at 7:30 PM in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia.

		PRESENT:		Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Mayor
					K. Wayne Walton, Vice Mayor
					Roosevelt Edwards, Jr., Councilor
					Michael C. Bujakowski, Councilor
					Gerald S. Stokes, Councilor 
					Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor
					Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor
							
					Edwin C. Daley, City Manager
					David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
					Julie B. Sharp, Acting City Clerk

		ABSENT:		Ann M. Romano, City Clerk

ROLL CALL

Mayor Luman-Bailey opened the meeting at 6:30 PM. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	present
				Councilor Edwards	-	ABSENT  arrived at 6:40
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	present
							Councilor Stokes	-	present
				Councilor Pelham	-	present
				Councilor Shornak	-	present

CLOSED SESSION

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and unanimously passed to convene into Closed Session to discuss Personnel (City Clerk); Appointments to Boards and Commissions, and consultation with legal counsel regarding probable litigation (Conflict of Interests), in accordance with Virginia Code Sec. 2.2-3711(A) (1) (7).

OPEN SESSION

At 7:45 PM Council convened into Open Session. Councilors responded to the question: “Were the only matters discussed in the Closed Meeting public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements; and public business matters identified in the motion to convene into Closed Session?” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Pelham	-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes
				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes


REGULAR MEETING

	Mayor Luman-Bailey opened the regular meeting at 7:45 PM. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	present
				Councilor Edwards	-	present
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	present
				Councilor Stokes	-	present
				Councilor Pelham	-	present
				Councilor Shornak	-	present

Prayer was offered by Rev. Danny Tucker, Chaplain, John Randolph Medical Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Edwards, and unanimously passed to approve the Consent Agenda: Minutes: Regular Meeting October 16, 2012; Pending List; Information for Council Review; Hopewell Twinning Association notice 10/15/12; HRWTF Commission agenda 10/15/12 & draft minutes 7/23/12; HRHA minutes 9/10/12, meeting cancellation (10/9/12) and rescheduled (11/19/12); Social Services Advisory Board minutes 7/30/12; ARLS minutes 9/18/12, 10/16/12; District 19 CSB minutes 5/24/12; CPDC meeting cancellation (11/8/12 and 12/13/12) and rescheduled (11/29/12); Downtown Hopewell Partnership Budget Report; and Beacon Operational Report October 2012; Personnel Change Report & Financial Report; Public Hearings Announcements; none; Routine Approval of Work Sessions; Ordinances on second and final reading: none; Routine Grant Approval: none; Proclamations/Resolutions/Presentations:  Mayor Bailey presented a Proclamation to Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities in recognition of the contributions and efforts dedicated to homeowners in need.

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities, a locally based non-profit housing organization dedicated to impacting the lives of homeowners in need, has improved over 270 homes, 14 neighborhoods and countless individuals; and

WHEREAS, Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities, fulfills the mission of bringing volunteers and communities together to improve the homes and lives of those homeowners unable to make repairs themselves and who may be elderly, disabled, veterans and families with children, creates homes that are safe, warm and dry; and

WHEREAS, all repairs are paid for by Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities and there is no cost to the homeowners; support for these repairs comes from industry, foundations, individuals, local governments and civic and faith groups; and

WHEREAS, volunteers who make these repairs are citizen members of the community either as part of industry, civic or faith organizations; are of all ages and of all skill levels; and

WHEREAS, Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities has a vision of a safe and healthy home for every person and is dedicated to stabilizing neighborhoods one home at a time and demonstrated this commitment by the work performed on six homes in B Village on September 8, 2012.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Mayor of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, on behalf of the City Council and the citizens of our fair City, hereby recognize the contributions and efforts of Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities

[bookmark: TOC.54][bookmark: 0-0-0-1523]PH-1 PUBLIC HEARING –PROPOSED REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION REQUEST FROM JOHN RANDOLPH FOUNDATION

This was the night advertised as a Public Hearing to receive public comments regarding a proposed Real Property Tax Exemption request from John Randolph Foundation.

Mayor Luman-Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:45 PM.

James J. Vergera, Esquire, attorney for the John Randolph Foundation appealed to council for their favorable consideration to approve the John Randolph Foundation’s request for exemption from real property taxes.  He further addressed council regarding the foundations mission, its 501 (c) (3) Federal tax status and the many organizations that the foundation supports through charitable donations.

There being no other speakers, the public hearing was closed at 7:50 PM.

Motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, and seconded by Councilor Shornak, to approve an ordinance on first reading granting exemption from local Real Estate Taxation to the John Randolph Foundation for property located at 110 N. Main Street, Lots 25 & Pt 24, Block 1), 112 North Main Street, (Lots 26-27-28, Block 1), and North 2nd Parcel (Lot 10, Block 1), B Village Subdivision, Hopewell, Virginia, Parcel IDs #011-0050, 011-0055 and 011-0020l. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

			Councilor Pelham	-	yes	(filed a Transactional Disclosure
						 Statement, Past President, John
						 Randolph Foundation)
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes
				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes

UB-1 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – SENIOR PROGRAM UPDATE

Council members were provided with a draft “The Hopewell Community Living Program” brochure.  The program offers alternatives for people who are at risk of losing their independence and having to leave their home. City Manager, Ed Daley, requested that council members review the draft and provide any suggested recommendations or revisions at the upcoming December 11, 2012 council meeting. David Sadowski, Executive Director, Carter District Area Agency on Aging, and Tommy Wells, Board Member, addressed council regarding the program and welcomed council’s ideas on how the City may wish to proceed with the program.

UB-2 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – AD HOC PARK COMMITTEE

Ed Daley, City Manager presented a PowerPoint map showing the proposed shelter, restroom and play equipment improvement locations at City Park.  He advised that no additional appropriations are being made to install the improvements. 

Motion was made by Councilor Stokes, and seconded by Councilor Bujakowski, and unanimously passed to adopt the committee recommendation to approve the park.

UB-3 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – AUTHORIZE REIMBURSEMENT OF COUNCILOR PELHAM’S LEGAL FEES AND EXPENSES

Motion was made by Councilor Stokes, and seconded by Councilor Bujakowski, and unanimously passed to table until city council retains outside legal counsel and receives an opinion from that outside legal counsel.

CCR-1 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR BUJAKOWSKI – CITY OF HOPEWELL AND CITY COUNCIL TRAVEL POLICIES

City of Hopewell and City Council travel policies will be added to council’s agenda for an upcoming work session.  Councilor Bujakowski requested input (revisions/recommendations) from council members and department heads for consideration at the upcoming work session.

Councilor Shornak filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement (daughter city employee).

CCR-2 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR BUJAKOWSKI – SEND A LETTER TO OUR LOBBYISTS – ALCADE & FAY GIVING NOTICE TO DISCONTINUE SERVICES

Motion was made by Councilor Walton, and seconded by Councilor Shornak, to send a letter to terminate the services of Alcade & Faye by December 31, 2012. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Pelham	-	no 
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes
				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	no
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	no
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes

CCR-3 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR BUJAKOWSKI – PUBLIC WORKS – MANPOWER AND FUNDING

Councilor Bujakowski requested the City Manager, Finance Director, Human Resources Manager and Director of Public Works look at salary savings across city departments for funds to help with hiring operations employees for public works without increasing the budget.  He asked the City Manager to look at funding to increase manpower in public works and public safety if funding is available in savings from other departments.

CCR-4 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR STOKES – GATEWAY IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE – BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT

Councilor Stokes suggested that city council appoint a committee comprised of representatives from John Randolph, Downtown Partnership, HMA and one council member to review gateway improvements and to report to council if improvements are feasible and what the cost will be.

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Bujakowski, and passed unanimously to appoint a committee at the December 11, 2012 meeting to look at all gateways into the city and make recommendations to council on the feasibility of gateway improvements.

CCR-5 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR STOKES – CIVIL WAR MAPS OF CITY POINT FORTS

Councilor Stokes gave a brief history of City Point and the work done by Union Forces at City Point.  He requested that the City mat and frame 10 such maps being donated to the city.  Following discussion, Vice Mayor Walton suggested that options for any donations be explored before the city expends any funds and that this item be discussed again at the December 11, 2012 meeting.

CCR-6 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – MAYOR LUMAN-BAILEY – VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER

Mayor Luman-Bailey addressed council regarding a Boards and Commission Appreciation Banquet she was planning for December 17, 2012 at the Beacon Theatre to honor and thank the many volunteers who serve the City.  Councilor Stokes graciously conceded funds that would have been expended for a farewell dinner for his departure from council to be used toward the banquet to honor these volunteers.  Following discussion, motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and passed unanimously to provide a guest list and cost estimate and come back to council with a formal plan of operation and from which budget account funds will be used.

CCR-7 CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – EVAN KAUFMAN – THE HOPEWELL DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP PRESENTATION

Evan Kaufman shared a PowerPoint presentation updating council on recent activities of the Downtown Partnership to include facade improvements, community partnerships, economic restructuring, business surveys and working and meeting with merchants to promote engagement and foster networking and in keeping with community traditions.  The Downtown Partnership wishes to have the City’s continued support in “creating the community we want.”

R-1 REGULAR BUSINESS – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 34 TAXATION, ARTICLE II, TAX ON REAL ESTATE, MACHINERY AND TOOLS OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HOPEWELL TO PROVIDE FOR QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT OF REAL PROPERTY EFFECTIVE FOR TAX PURPOSES ON JANUARY 1, 2015, TERMINATING BIENNIAL ASSESSMENTS

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Edwards, to assess next year and every year thereafter. After discussion, Vice Mayor Walton withdrew his motion and Councilor Edwards withdrew his second.

Vice Mayor Walton then, seconded by Councilor Bujakowski made motion to postpone indefinitely the motion on the agenda to approve an ordinance on first reading providing for quadrennial reassessment of real property effective for tax purposes on January 1, 2015, terminating biennial assessments.  The motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak, to assess real property every year and to have an ordinance prepared and available for first reading at City Council’s December 11, 2012 meeting. Councilors Pelham and Luman-Bailey voted no to the motion, all others voted in favor of the motion.

R-2 REGULAR BUSINESS – VDOT REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM PROJECTS FOR FY 14 – SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION ARE SIX RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE PROJECTS. THE LOCATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 1) EAST BROADWAY BRIDGE; 2) 6TH AVENUE BRIDGE; 3) CLINGMAN/HOOKER/BLUEFIELD – PIPE CULVERTS (R & R); 4) WINSTON CHURCHILL DRIVE – PIPE CULVERTS (R & R); 5) POCAHONTAS LANE – DITCH LINE IMPROVEMENTS; 6) CATTAIL CREEK DRAINAGE CHANNEL IMPROVEMENTS

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak, to resolve to grant the City Manager authorization to sign the VDOT Project Administration Agreement.  Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Pelham	-	yes
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes
				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes

R-3 REGULAR BUSINESS – ENCROACHMENT AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PROPOSED FIBER OPTICS LOOP NETWORK SERVING THE CITY OF HOPEWELL SCHOOL SYSTEM. THE SCHOOL BOARD AND ALL SCHOOL FACILITIES ARE BEING LINKED BY THE NETWORK.

Motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, and seconded by Councilor Edwards, and unanimously passed to table this item to the December 11, 2012 meeting to allow for time for the proposed agreement to be reviewed by appropriate staff and the City Attorney.

Councilor Pelham filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement (employee of Hopewell Public Schools).

R-4 REGULAR BUSINESS – ORDINANCE NO. 2012-09 – ABOLISHING TAXICAB RATES AND ALLOWING RATES TO BE FIXED AND ESTABLISHED BY TAXICAB COMPANIES UNTIL SUCH TIME THAT CITY COUNCIL DEEMS IT NECESSARY TO SET RATES FOR TAXICAB COMPANIES OPERATING IN THE CITY OF HOPEWELL

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak, to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-09 on first reading, dispensing with a second reading, pursuant to Chapter IV, Sec. 8 of the Hopewell Charter. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Pelham	-	yes
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes
				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes

ORDINANCE 2012-09	`

A Ordinance abolishing taxicab rates and allowing rates to be fixed and established by taxicab companies until such a time that City Council deems it necessary to set rates for taxicab companies operating in the City of Hopewell.

WHEREAS, on August 14 1990, City Council established and fixed taxi rates for taxicab companies based on four zones within the City of Hopewell; and

WHEREAS, on June 13, 2006, City Council held a public hearing to receive citizen comments regarding a request from Marshall Cab, LLC for an increase in the maximum authorized taxicab rates in the City and to reduce the City from four rate zones to two rate zones; and

WHEREAS, at that June 13, 2006 public hearing, the City Council voted to suspend the 1990 fixed taxicab rates for a nine-(9) month study period after which Council would review the issue.  The motion passed four to two; and

WHEREAS, it wasn’t until August 2009 that City Council again reviewed taxicab rates and amended Hopewell City Code Section 36-46 (Display of rates of fare and corresponding zone map; charging excessive fare.).  Such section provided, “the rate fixed, prescribed or established by the city council (or taxicab company in the absence of a council-set rate).”  However, such action did not officially and permanently abolish the 1990 rates that were suspended for a nine-(9) month period in 2006; and

WHEREAS, without an affirmative action by City Council to permanently abolish the 1990 rates, at the expiration of the nine-(9) month suspension the rule reverted back to the 1990 rates.  It was City Council’s intention to defer rate and zone establishment to the taxicab companies when Section 36-46 was amended in 2009.  However, an affirmative action is necessary to officially and permanently abolish the 1990 rates and to defer the establishment of rates and zones to the taxicab companies as intended by Hopewell City Code Section 36-46.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, that the 1990 taxicab rates be officially and permanently abolished and that the establishment of rates and zones be deferred to the taxicab companies as intended by Hopewell City Code Section 36-46 until such a time that Hopewell City Council deems it necessary that the Council set rates for taxicab companies operating in the City of Hopewell.

This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage by City Council.  The requirement for a second reading of this ordinance is hereby dispensed with pursuant to Chapter IV, §8 of the Hopewell City Charter.

R-5 REGULAR BUSINESS - NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES CONVENTION – NATIONAL CONGRESS OF CITIES AND EXPOSITION, 11/28/12-12/1/12, BOSTON

Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, and seconded by Councilor Stokes to resolve to designate Mayor Luman-Bailey as Voting Delegate and Councilor Pelham as Alternate Voting Delegate.  Councilors Shornak and Edwards voted no to the motion, all others voted in favor of the motion.

R-6 REGULAR BUSINESS – RESOLUTION BRINGING ADULT ENTERTAINMENT AND SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES INTO COMPLIANCE WITH THE CITY’S ZONING ORDINANCE

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak, to resolve to adopt the resolution bringing Adult Entertainment and Sexually Oriented Businesses into Compliance with the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Pelham	-	yes
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes
				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes

RESOLUTION
TO BRING ADULT ENTERTAINMENT AND SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES INTO COMPLIANCE WITH THE CITY’S ZONING ORDINANCE REGULATING THOSE BUSINESSES

WHEREAS, pursuant to its zoning authority and police powers to pass laws protecting the public health, safety and welfare, to regulate sexually oriented businesses in the City, the City of Hopewell in 2010 amended its zoning ordinance to regulate sexually oriented businesses; and

WHEREAS, the zoning ordinance calls for sexually oriented businesses to be located in the City’s Limited Industrial District (M-1) and Intensive Industrial District (M-2); and


WHEREAS, the City believes it to be in the public’s best interest that non-conforming sexually oriented businesses be brought into conformance with the City’s zoning ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City desires that all non-conforming sexually oriented businesses be brought into conformance with the City’s zoning ordinance and require that they locate to an appropriately zoned area no later than December 31, 2014.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Hopewell that all non-conforming sexually oriented businesses have until December 31, 2014 to come into conformance with the City’s zoning ordinance and locate to an appropriately zoned area.

RCC-1 REGULAR BUSINESS – REPORTS OF THE CITY CLERK - APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

Motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and unanimously passed to appoint Patricia Dostie to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a term extending to October 31, 2017; to appoint Herndon Smith to the Library Board for a term extending to October 31, 2016; to reappoint Doug Woodhouse to the Hopewell Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility Commission for a term extending to October 31, 2014; to appoint Tommy Wells as a liaison to the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission; to appoint Judy Wells, Gloria Bailey and Herndon Smith, and to reappoint Myrtle Casey and Jacqueline Shepperson for terms extending to October 31, 2014 to the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission; and to schedule a special meeting for interviews for the vacancy on the Hopewell Redevelopment and Housing Authority. 

Mayor Luman-Bailey announced vacancies on the Hopewell Redevelopment and Housing Authority, Keep Hopewell Beautiful, Historic Preservation Committee, Dock Commission and Social Services Advisory Board.

REPORTS OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

	Councilor Bujakowski made a reminder announcement regarding his upcoming Ward 3 meeting scheduled for Thursday, November 15th.  He also announced that Hopewell High School’s football team would be playing in the Central Region playoffs on Friday, November 16th (the first playoffs played since 2004).

	Councilor Stokes congratulated Jasmine Gore on winning the election and wished her well in her representation of Ward 4.

	Councilor Pelham thanked the Virginia Film Office for the invitation to the opening of the new Lincoln film.  She also thanked all Americans who voted on November 6th and specially thanked Ward 6 citizens for their vote of confidence in re-electing her on November 6th. 

	Vice Mayor Walton thanked those who voted on November 6th and thanked all Ward 5 voters for their support in voting for his re-election.  He is looking forward to four more years.

	Councilor Edwards thanked Ward 2 voters.  He also thanked the voters for having confidence in him to elect him.

	Mayor Luman-Bailey announced events being held on Saturday, November 17th.  - the Kiwanis Club’s wine tasting and the VFW’s Awards Banquet.  She announced upcoming City holiday events – December 1st - Boat Parade, December 6th – Tree Lighting, and December 9th – Hopewell Christmas Parade.

	Mayor Luman-Bailey thanked our many veterans and conveyed how honored she was to speak at the Veterans’ Day ceremony.


ADJOURN

	At 10:19 motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilor Shornak, seconded by Councilor Stokes, and unanimously passed.



															
							Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Mayor




							
Julie B. Sharp, Acting City Clerk



