December 11, 2012
Regular Council Meeting
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD DECEMBER 11, 2012

A Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, was held Tuesday, December 11, 2012, at 7:30 PM in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia.

		PRESENT:		Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Mayor
					K. Wayne Walton, Vice Mayor
					Roosevelt Edwards, Jr., Councilor
					Michael C. Bujakowski, Councilor
					Gerald S. Stokes, Councilor 
					Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor
					Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor
							
					Edwin C. Daley, City Manager
					David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
					Ann M. Romano, City Clerk

ROLL CALL

Mayor Luman-Bailey opened the meeting at 6:40 PM. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	present
				Councilor Edwards	-	present                
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	present
							Councilor Stokes	-	present
				Councilor Pelham	-	present
				Councilor Shornak	-	present

CLOSED SESSION

Motion was made by Councilor Stokes, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and unanimously passed to amend the Closed Session to add Disposition of Property and to convene into Closed Session to consult with Legal Counsel regarding Potential Litigation (Legal Expenses) to discuss Personnel (Council Appointee); and Appointments to Boards and Commissions, in accordance with Virginia Code Sec. 2.2-3711(A) (1) & (7).

OPEN SESSION

At 7:30 PM Council convened into Open Session. Councilors responded to the question: “Were the only matters discussed in the Closed Meeting public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements; and public business matters identified in the motion to convene into Closed Session?” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards	-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	yes
				Councilor Stokes	-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	yes
				Councilor Pelham	-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak	-	yes



REGULAR MEETING

	Mayor Luman-Bailey opened the regular meeting at 7:30 PM. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Vice Mayor Walton	-	present
				Councilor Edwards	-	present
				Councilor Bujakowski	-	present
				Councilor Stokes	-	present
				Councilor Pelham	-	present
				Councilor Shornak	-	present

Prayer was offered by Chaplain Shirley Lovitt of John Randolph Medical Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

CONSENT AGENDA

		Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Vice Mayor Walton, and unanimously passed to approve the Consent Agenda: Minutes: Regular Meeting November 13, 2012; Pending List; Information for Council Review: HRHA meeting cancelled 11/12/12; Library Board minutes 10/16/12 & agenda 12/4/12; TSB minutes 10/2/12 & agenda 12/4/12; and HTA minutes 11/19/12; 	Personnel Change Report & Financial Report; Public Hearings Announcements: none; Routine Approval of Special Meeting: Schedule Reorganizational Meeting for 6:30 PM, Tuesday, January 8, 2013; Ordinances on second and final reading: Ordinance No. 2012-11 John Randolph Foundation Real Property Tax Exemption on second reading; Routine Grant Approval:  none; Presentations: Mayor Luman-Bailey, presented a Retirement Certificate and clock to Ann M. Romano upon her retirement effective January 1, 2012. Mayor Luman-Bailey presented a plaque and key to the City to Councilor Gerald S. Stokes upon the expiration of his term representing Ward 4 on City Council.
ORDINANCE 2012-11

An Ordinance granting exemption from local Real Estate Taxation to the John Randolph Foundation for property located at 110 N. Main Street, Lots 25 & Pt 24, Block 1), 112 North Main Street, (Lots 26-27-28, Block 1), and North 2nd Parcel (Lot 10, Block 1), B Village Subdivision, Hopewell, Virginia, Parcel IDs #011-0050, 011-0055 and 011-0020.

	WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, has received an application on behalf of the John Randolph Foundation for exemption from local real estate taxation pursuant Virginia Code § 58.1-3651 for property owned by it, to wit: 110 N. Main Street, Lots 25 & Pt 24, Block 1), 112 North Main Street, (Lots 26-27-28, Block 1), and North 2nd Parcel (Lot 10, Block 1), B Village Subdivision, Hopewell, Virginia, Parcel IDs #011-0050, 011-0055 and 011-0020; and

	WHEREAS, Council has caused to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City a notice of public hearing to be held to consider this ordinance, which hearing was held on November 13, 2012, and which notice was published on November 6, 2012; and

	WHEREAS, the John Randolph Foundation is currently exempt from Federal income taxation pursuant to Section 501 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954; and

	WHEREAS, the John Randolph Foundation consistent with its non-profit status receives a below market incidental rent from the local chapter of the American Red Cross to defray expenses for the property at 110 North Main Street; and

	WHEREAS, a current annual alcoholic beverage license for serving alcoholic beverages has not been issued by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to the John Randolph Foundation for use on the property which is the subject of the application; and 

	WHEREAS, no director, officer, or employee of the John Randolph Foundation is paid compensation in excess of a reasonable allowance for salaries or other compensation for personal services of which such director, officer, or employee actually renders; and

	WHEREAS, no part of the net earnings of the John Randolph Foundation inures to the benefit of any individual, other than to fund the employment of necessary and appropriate staff; the foundation receives funding from donations and contributions; and

	WHEREAS, the John Randolph Foundation provides services for the common good of the public; and

	WHEREAS, no substantial part of the activities of the John Randolph Foundation involve carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation; and the John Randolph Foundation does not participate in, or intervene in, any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office; and

	WHEREAS, the John Randolph Foundation does not have any rule, regulation, policy or practice that unlawfully discriminates on the basis of religious conviction, race, color, sex, or national origin; and

	WHEREAS, the revenue impact to the City of Hopewell and its taxpayers by exempting the property will not be significant; and

	WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hopewell has examined and considered all of the items contained in Va. Code § 58.1-3651; and

	WHEREAS, the assessed value of the property which is the subject of this application is $1,179,400.00, and the property tax on such property for 2012 was $12,029.88.

	NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in it by Va. Code § 58.1-3651, the Council does hereby grant exemption from real estate taxation to the John Randolph Foundation for the property identified as 110 N. Main Street, Lots 25 & Pt 24, Block 1), 112 North Main Street, (Lots 26-27-28, Block 1), and North 2nd Parcel (Lot 10, Block 1), B Village Subdivision, Hopewell, Virginia, Parcel IDs #011-0050, 011-0055 and 011-0020.  This exemption is based on, and contingent on, the continued charitable use of the subject property.  The exemption shall become effective immediately upon passage of this ordinance on second and final reading, and shall operate to prospectively grant real estate taxation exemption for the John Randolph Foundation for the subject property until such exemption is revoked or is otherwise forfeited by law.  In accordance with law, the John Randolph Foundation shall reimburse the City for the cost of the advertisement of the public hearing on the application for tax exemption.

AMEND THE AGENDA

	By consensus of Council, the agenda was amended to move UB-2 – Councilor Pelham’s Legal Fees forward on the agenda. This was a courtesy to Mr. Micas from Prince George. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – COUNCILOR PELHAM’S LEGAL FEES

	City Attorney David Fratarcangelo introduced Mr. Micas, Prince George County attorney, who will substitute because Mr. Fratarcangelo is a former employee of the Eliades law firm, which is the firm engaged by Councilor Pelham.

	Motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, and seconded by Councilor Stokes to postpone the issue of Councilor Pelham’s Legal Fees. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:


						Mayor Luman-Bailey		-	yes
						Councilor Edwards		-	NO
						Councilor Bujakowski		-	yes
						Councilor Stokes		-	yes
						Vice Mayor Walton		-	NO
						Councilor Shornak		-	NO

	Motion failed due to a tie. This will be carried over to the meeting on January 8, 2013.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS

	Janice Denton, Hopewell, addressed Council regarding behavior during Council meetings. She urged professional dress and behavior.

	Rev. Carl Johnson, Hopewell, pastor of _________ church, addressed Council regarding a Code Enforcement issue at his church at 1304 Arlington Road, as well as a neighboring property. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – SENIOR PROGRAM UPDATE

Council members were provided with a draft “The Hopewell Community Living Program” brochure.  The program offers alternatives for people who are at risk of losing their independence and having to leave their home. The City Manager presented results of a Council survey. According to respondents they would like to contribute $50,000 to the program. They agreed that part of the funds allocated to the Senior Citizens Program should be used to replace the funding lost to the Recreation Center. The age restrictions should be 65, total household income of $32,500 (+ $4,000 for all residents excluding spouse), and disabled citizens should not be eligible for the program. The residency requirement should be 2-5 years; it should be limited to owner-occupied, and the eligible applicant should receive up to $1,000. Other suggestions for the program as outlined in the draft brochure are: program duplication, Council as part of the applicant selection, and clarifying that this is funded by the I-295 Program.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – CIVIL WAR MAPS – REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER

	Motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, and seconded by Councilor Stokes, to postpone the City Manager’s report on Civil War Maps to January 8, 2013.

		Councilor Stokes filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement, having donated the Civil War maps to the City.

CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR BUJAKOWSKI – CITY OF HOPEWELL AND CITY COUNCIL TRAVEL POLICIES

City of Hopewell and City Council travel policies will be added to council’s agenda for an upcoming work session.  Councilor Bujakowski requested input (revisions/recommendations) from council members and department heads for consideration at the upcoming work session.

Recommendations for Travel Policy

1. Amend Section 25.3 Travel Advance as follows:

Travel advances will be approved for emergency travel only. All other travel expenditures will be made by direct city payment or city credit card in advance of travel.

	2.	Amend Section 25.9.2 Room Cost Reimbursement “Exception” by adding:

“room cost shall be reimbursed at 100% if the employee is staying at the hotel that is hosting the conference or a hotel with a lesser rate than the conference host hotel.

	3.	Amend Section 25.9 by adding subsection 5 to read as follows:

The City shall not pay for hotel accommodations for events held within 50 miles of the City of Hopewell.

A motion was made by Councilor Bujakowski, seconded by Councilor Stokes and unanimously passed by Council to adopt the three amendments to the Travel Policy as recommended.


CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR SHORNAK – FINANCIAL REPORT – PRESENTATION FROM FINANCE DIRECTOR, ELESTEEN HAGER

	Finance Director, Elesteen Hager, presented the Financial Report (copy filed in the City Clerk’s Office).

CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – VICE MAYOR WALTON – POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE

By consensus of Council, this item was moved to the January 8, 2013 meeting.

CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – VICE MAYOR WALTON – BLUFFS RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION

March Altman, Director of Development presented the Planning Commissions’ recommendation to City Council for potential development of the former Bluffs Site (copy filed in the City Clerk’s Office).

CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – VICE MAYOR WALTON – SIDEWALK CLEARANCE

The City Manager opened discussion regarding sidewalk clearance. Council discussed Sec. 18-2. Nuisances from the Code.

CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUEST – COUNCILOR STOKES – PAY RETIRED OR FORMER CITY EMPLOYEES, WHO LEFT CITY EMPLOYMENT IN GOOD STANDING, FOR COURT APPEARANCE, REQUIRED AFTER THEIR RETIREMENT DATE

	By consensus of Council, this issue was postponed to the January 8, 2013 meeting.	

REGULAR BUSINESS – COURTHOUSE EXPENSES FOR RENOVATIONS AND SECURITY – ELESTEEN HAGER, FINANCE DIRECTOR

	Motion was made by Councilor Stokes, and seconded by Councilor Edwards, to approve Courthouse expenses for renovations and security in the amount of $39,844.82. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:


						Mayor Luman-Bailey		-	yes
						Councilor Edwards		-	yes
						Councilor Bujakowski		-	yes
						Councilor Stokes		-	yes	Councilor Stokes filed a Transactional Disclosure 												Statement as Deputy Sheriff located in the 													Courthouse
						Vice Mayor Walton		-	yes
						Councilor Pelham		-	yes
						Councilor Shornak		-	yes 	Councilor Shornak filed a Transactional 													Disclosure Statement – her daughter is a City 													employee

REGULAR BUSINESS – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 34 TAXATION, ARTICLE II, TAX ON REAL ESTATE, MACHINERY AND TOOLS OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HOPEWELL TO PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL REASSESSMENT OF REAL PROPERTY EFFECTIVE FOR TAX PURPOSES ON JANUARY 1, 2014 TERMINATING BIENNIAL ASSESSMENTS

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, and seconded by Councilor Stokes, to delay the proposed 2013 reassessment to 2014. After discussion Councilor Pelham withdrew her motion and Councilor Stokes withdrew his second. 

	Substitute motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, and seconded by Councilor Shornak to approve an ordinance on first reading amending and reenacting Chapter 34 Taxation, Article II, Tax on Real Estate, Machinery and Tools of the Code of the City of Hopewell to provide for Annual Reassessment of Real Property effective for Tax Purposes on January 1, 2014 Terminating Biennial Assessments. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:


						Mayor Luman-Bailey		-	NO
						Councilor Edwards		-	yes
						Councilor Bujakowski		-	NO
						Councilor Stokes		-	NO
						Vice Mayor Walton		-	yes
						Councilor Pelham		-	NO
						Councilor Shornak		-	yes 	Councilor Shornak filed a Transactional 													Disclosure Statement – her daughter is a City 													employee

REGULAR BUSINESS – LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 2013 DRAFT LEGISLATIVE GENERAL ASSEMBLY STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

	Herbert Bragg, Legislative Liaison, presented the Legislative Committee’s 2013 Draft Legislative General Assembly State Legislative Priorities (copy filed in the City Clerk’s Office).

REGULAR BUSINESS – MARK HALEY OF THE HRWTF CONSTRUCTION PROJECT - PRESENTATION

Mark Haley, Director HRWTF, an update of the HRWTF Construction Project. 

REGULAR BUSINESS – DISPOSITION OF THE OLD CITY JAIL

	Motion was made by Vice Mayor Walton, and seconded by Councilor Bujakowski, to solicit proposals for the disposition of the Old City Jail. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Mayor Luman-Bailey		-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Councilor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Councilor Stokes		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes

REGULAR BUSINESS – ABSTRACT OF VOTES IN 2012 NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON NOVEMBER 6, 2012

	A copy of the Abstract of Votes in the 2012 November General Election held on November 6, 2012 is filed in the City Clerk’s office.

REGULAR BUSINESS – BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS APPRECIATION BANQUET – MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013

	The date of the Boards and Commissions Appreciation Banquet was announced. It will be held on Monday, January 7, 2013.

REGULAR BUSINESS – GATEWAY IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

	Motion to table was made by Councilor Stokes, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and passed unanimously.

REGULAR BUSINESS – APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

	Council made no appointment.

ADJOURN

	At 10:42 p.m. motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilor Stokes, seconded by Councilor Pelham, and unanimously passed.



															
							Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Mayor




							
Ann M. Romano, City Clerk
