June 26, 2012


MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD JUNE 26, 2012
A Special Meeting and Work Session of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, was held Monday, June 26, 2012, at 6:30 PM in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 


PRESENT:

Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Mayor





K. Wayne Walton, Vice Mayor 





Roosevelt Edwards, Councilor






Michael C. Bujakowski, Councilor






Gerald S. Stokes, Councilor





Brenda Pelham, Councilor






Edwin C. Daley, City Manager






Thomas E. Lacheney, City Attorney





Ann M. Romano, City Clerk



ABSENT:

Jackie Shornak, Councilor

OPEN AND WELCOME TO VISITORS

Vice Mayor Walton opened the meeting at 6:30 PM. Roll call was taken:



Mayor Luman-Bailey

-
ABSENT (arrived at 6:34 PM)


Vice Mayor Walton

-
present



Councilor Edwards

-
present



Councilor Bujakowski

-
present


Councilor Stokes

-
present



Councilor Pelham

-
present


Councilor Shornak

-
ABSENT
CLOSED SESSION

Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Bujakowski, and unanimously passed to convene into Closed Session to discuss Personnel, in accordance with Virginia Code Sec. 2.2-3711 (A) (1); Legal Matters, in accordance with Virginia Code Sec. 2.2-3711 (A) (7); and Economic Development Update, in accordance with Virginia Code Sec. 2.2-3711 (A) (7).
OPEN SESSION

At 7:08 PM Council convened into Open Session. Councilors responded to the question: “Were the only matters discussed in the Closed Meeting public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements; and public business matters identified in the motion to convene into Closed Session?” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:




Mayor Luman-Bailey
-
yes




Councilor Edwards
-
yes





Councilor Bujakowski
-
yes 




Councilor Stokes
- 
yes




Vice Mayor Walton
-
yes





Councilor Pelham
-
yes 

► ► SPECIAL MEETING ◄ ◄
REFUND TO EVONIK $373,550.69

In accordance with State Code Sections 58.1-3981 and 58.1-3990, the City Treasurer and Commissioner of the Revenue requested that $373,550.69 be refunded to Evonik Goldschmidt Industries. Furniture and Fixtures taxes were incorrectly filed and paid by Evonik for tax years 2008 through 2011. Interest is to be determined and will be paid at a later date.


Motion was made by Councilor Stokes, and seconded by Councilor Pelham to authorize the refund of $373,550.69 to Evonik Goldschmidt Industries for furniture and fixtures taxes incorrectly filed and paid by Evonik for tax years 2008 through 2011, with interest to be determined and paid at a later date. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:






Mayor Luman-Bailey
-
yes




Councilor Edwards
-
yes





Councilor Bujakowski
-
yes 




Councilor Stokes
- 
yes




Vice Mayor Walton
-
yes





Councilor Pelham
-
yes 

CLOSED THE SPECIAL MEETING

By consensus of Council, the Special Meeting was closed at 7:10 PM.
RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS – BETTINA COGHILL – REPORT ON RIVERSIDE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY

Bettina Coghill thanked Council for their support. She distributed the Riverside Criminal Justice Agency Annual Report for FY 2010/2011; the Virginia Community Criminal Justice Association – October Study – An investigation of defendants detained in Virginia jails and their subsequent release on bond in October 2011 (dated February 15, 2012) with a spreadsheet (all filed in the Office of the City Clerk). 

Hopewell has a 51% probation and pre-trial placement. They are using Risk Assessment. The Community Criminal Justice Board formed a small sub-committee currently with 22 members. Four hospitals are used for mental illness: Poplar Spring, Central State, JRMC and SSRMC. They are trying to stream-line the process. They are in need of a Crisis Drop-Off Center. District 19 got involved to assist. They have hired a Jail Diversion Coordinator, and have made a lot of progress in the last year and a half.
Garet prior, vcu master’s of urban and regional planning thesis – department of development – downtown plan

Garet Prior, VCU Master of Urban and Regional Planning Thesis, worked with the Department of Development on the Downtown Plan, and made his presentation (synopsis filed in the Office of the City Clerk.
MARINA PPEA PRESENTATION – JIM ENOCHS

In April 2012 City Council told the City Manager to advertise the PPEA for the Hopewell Marina. It was published in the Hopewell News and also sent electronically to over 5,000 contractors who received the information. The City did not receive any other proposals. Mr. Enochs met with the Technical Committee. The Marina PPEA will be on the agenda for the next regular meeting on July 10.


Jim Enochs provided handouts to City Council. The project describes item-by-item what will be done. (Copy filed in the Office of the City Clerk.)  
AMENDMENT TO ANIMAL ORDINANCE – ORDINANCE NO. 2012-05 – AMEND SECTION 6-4 KEEPING OF LIVESTOCK OR FOWL NEAR RESIDENCES, OF CHAPTER 6 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HOPEWELL

Councilor Bujakowski indicated that this issue was tabled from the regular Council meeting on June 12, 2012. Since that time he has read “Mother Earth” newspaper which speaks about chickens. Some breeds provide more eggs; some provide eggs of different colors. He has received several phone calls regarding chickens. He recommended setting up boundaries of how ever many feet/yards from building to building (home to home). He further recommended no roosters (they are noisy) and no more than six hens. That should provide at least a couple dozen eggs per week. Every community is dealing with chicken questions. Some use Conditional Use Permits. Some charge $2,200 to have four chickens. Some boundaries are based on acres. Neighbors must agree with chickens in residential areas unless it is more than 500 feet. Some residents do not want chickens next door. A question arose about peacocks, ducks, and guineas. An ordinance must be drafted; perhaps Hopewell can mimic another jurisdiction’s ordinance. In addition, this should be coordinated with the HPD as they will have to enforce it. Council directed Mr. Altman to provide a distance between chicken coops and homes – 100 yards, 50 yards. Citizens are complaining because chickens are very close to their homes, and the roosters are very noisy. There must be a set off from the property line. Most of the complaints are coming from Ward 3 and Ward 5. There was concern that Council might consider other livestock. The City Manager will provide a draft ordinance. 
REPORT – HOPEWELL DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES – PRESENTATION BY NANCY TREANOR, DIRECTOR – HDSS

Nancy Treanor, Director of HDSS, presented the Hopewell Department of Social Services presentation (copy filed in the Office of the City Clerk). The report outlined the Volunteer Program, boards, budget, administrative support services, auxiliary grants, collection program, Energy Assistance Programs, Medicaid, Supplement al Nutrition Assistance Program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Diversionary Assistance Program, Adoption Services, Adult [Protective] Services, Child Care Program, Child Protective Services, Custody/Investigations, Emergency Intake Services, Foster Care, Agency Provider Training, The Virginia Initiative for Employment-Not Welfare Program, Shelter Management, FY 2010/2011 Partnerships, and, FY 2011/2012 Awards/Recognitions.
CITY PARK – VICE MAYOR WALTON – DISCUSS CITY PARK

The Vice Mayor opened discussion regarding downtown and the old Patrick Copeland site. The river is a big part of the downtown. The City Park is not in the plan of the Main Street Program. Poles and a fence were installed at the bottom of that property without a permit. He had voted to give $70,000 to the Downtown Partnership. The money was spent on those poles. He felt that that was outside of their parameter. The City Manager reported that the Department of Development is the fiscal agent. They submitted a bill to Mr. Altman and then to the Finance Department. 

In 2009, Councilor Stokes provided the Patrick Copeland Site Committee Report recommending that the site be subdivided into three parcels, maintaining 3.5+ park space along the Appomattox River, and allowing development on the remainder of the site (begin on Parcel 1 along Appomattox Street, then develop Parcel 2 in the “Valley,” open a new park entrance off of Appomattox Street and close the current park entrance adjacent to First Baptist Church). The final Council action was to subdivide the property into three separate parcels and name the park city park, to review the conclusion from the State before proceeding with development of Parcel 2.

Vice Mayor Walton feels that the City should not be making another park because it takes a super majority of Council (5 yes/2 no) to sell a park, and it is harder to develop land. The Planning Commission is putting together a Riverfront Plan, and there is a regional plan about a boardwalk. 

Mayor Luman-Bailey provided clarification. The City Park fence project was a City project. The Downtown Partnership offered assistance at the last minute. The area was being misused by people in trucks creating ruts and difficulty with lawn mowing. The committee discussed the three parcels. Some sort of barrier was needed to protect the area from vehicles. A split rail fence was installed with posts. It was discussed three years ago. The Department of Recreation and Parks had plans to install a barrier anyway. The Downtown Partnership received money from CSX Railroad, as a designated Main Street City. That money paid for the material. The City Engineer was also involved. Thanks need to be given to the Downtown Partnership members and the military class from Ft. Lee who helped. It was done in line with the plans of the City.

Councilor Stokes questioned the Director of Recreation and Parks who in the past presented Council with a program of what she was going to do. He did not read anywhere that there was going to be a split rail fence. Ms. Turek reported that the committee met years ago about that parcel (City Park at the waterfront). About a month ago she gave her presentation to Council, but did not elaborate on any of the plans for any parks. She discussed the fence with her staff, based on discussion with Mayor Luman-Bailey several years ago. Monies have not allowed them to do much down there. There was some money allocated with capital dollars. Out of the $150,000, money would go towards the split rail fence to mimic what is at other city parks. The public considers that whole area as a park, and as such it must be maintained. There was no money available before this year. The Department of Recreation and Parks receives only 1% of the entire city budget. Three and a half years ago, Councilor Stokes asked for something to be put down there. Ms. Turek never told him that money was needed for the city park. As far as he is concerned, that is not a park. He would like to have a sign up that says it is a recreational area. Mayor Luman-Bailey indicated that the Downtown Partnership has that park as part of its goal to develop that site. 


Councilor Edwards asked several questions: to Ms. Turek, Who told you to move forward? Jo-as Department Head she makes decisions on a day-to-day basis. She did get a permit. RE: Who bid for it? Were materials donated? CM- there were two fences. (1) at the top of the hill there was a split rail fence. Recreation funds were used. (2) Down below, in the “bowl” there were no volunteers to help. RE: How much did it cost? CM-it was part of grant money. 
ADJOURN

Motion was made at 9:29 PM by Vice Mayor Walton, seconded by Councilor Bujakowski, and unanimously passed to adjourn the meeting.






Christina J. Luman-Bailey






Mayor

Ann M. Romano, City Clerk




































