April 23, 2013
 Special Meeting

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD APRIL 23, 2013

A Special Meeting of the City Council, of the City of Hopewell, Virginia was held Tuesday, April 23, 2013, at 6:30 p.m., in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia. 
		
	PRESENT: 		Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor
							Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor
							K. Wayne Walton, Councilor
							Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor 
							Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor
							Christina Luman-Bailey, Councilor
						
						Edwin C. Daley, City Manager
						David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
						Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk
				
	ABSENT:		Roosevelt Edwards, Councilor 
							 
ROLL CALL

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the Special Meeting at 6:30 p.m. Roll call was as follows:

							Mayor Bujakowski		-	present
							Vice Mayor Gore	     	- 	present
								Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	ABSENT arrived at 6:33 p.m.									Councilor Edwards		- 	ABSENT		
							Councilor Walton		- 	present
Councilor Pelham		- 	ABSENT arrived at 6:33 p.m.
							Councilor Shornak		- 	present 	

CLOSED SESSION

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore, and unanimously passed to resolve to go into Closed Session to discuss appointees (City Council Boards and Commissions) in accordance with Virginia Code Sec. 2.2-3711(A) (1). 

OPEN SESSION

	At 7:30 p.m. Council convened into Open Session. Councilors responded to the question: “Were the only matters discussed in the Closed Meeting public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements; and public business matters identified in the motion to convene into Closed Session?” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				
				

AMEND AGENDA

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to amend the agenda to Move Presentation and update of the 2013 Bond Refunding/Restructuring forward.  Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes	

	REGULAR BUSINESS - PRESENTATION AND UPDATE OF THE 2013 BOND REFUNDING/RESTRUCTURING

		Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, and seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to authorize refunding of Series 2008B, 2008A, and 2009A General Obligation Bonds. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

[bookmark: skipPoint][bookmark: _GoBack]				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

PROCLAMATION PRESENTATIONS

*ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALS WEEK*

WHEREAS, the Administrative Support Personnel are recognized as Professional Representatives of Office Support and represent one of the largest segments of the workforce; and 
	

WHEREAS, the Administrative Support Personnel have increased their contributions by taking on management duties and continuing their education to enhance their office skills; and 
	
	
WHEREAS, the mission statement for Administrative Support Personnel for the City of Hopewell is to enhance and share knowledge, skills, and abilities while providing a network of communication with our City government, to work together as a team, functioning as information managers in professional harmony, thereby improving their readiness and ability to serve our community with excellence; and 

	WHEREAS, the Administrative Support Personnel for the City of Hopewell are hereby commended for their excellent service to the City of Hopewell and its citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor and I, Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, do hereby proclaim the week of April 22nd-26th, 2013 Administrative Professionals Week in the City of Hopewell, and we call this observance to the attention of all citizens.




*CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK*
April 21-27, 2013

WHEREAS, the preservation of peace in our communities and the protection of all citizens of the Commonwealth from violence are fundamental priorities of government; and
WHEREAS, unfortunately, every year thousands of Virginians suffer the indignity of crime and experience emotional, physical, psychological and financial harm as a result of such criminal activity; and
WHEREAS, victimization occurs among people of all ages and abilities and among all economic, racial, and social backgrounds; and
WHEREAS, victim services programs and public safety organizations throughout Virginia provide vital services to victims, including crisis hotlines, emergency shelter, legal advocacy, intervention and programs for children and teenagers; and
WHEREAS, only a few decades ago crime victims experienced prejudice, disrespect, and blame; and 
WHEREAS, in November 1996, the Commonwealth adopted a Crime Victims' Bill of Rights to ensure victims are treated with respect, dignity and fairness at all stages of the criminal justice system; and
WHEREAS, public officials and all citizens of the Commonwealth must continuously strive to improve the services and support for Virginia's crime victims and survivors; and
WHEREAS, National Crime Victims' Rights Week, April 21-27, 2013, provides an opportunity to celebrate the decades of progress and hard work as well as renew the commitment to ensuring that all victims have the rights and services they need to recover from crime; and
WHEREAS, victim services providers, criminal justice officials and concerned citizens throughout Virginia are joining forces to raise awareness of victims' rights and observe National Crime Victims' Rights Week;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the City Council of the City of Hopewell declares the week of April 21 through 27, 2013 to be CRIME VICTIMS' RIGHTS WEEK in Hopewell, in honor of the crime victims and families affected by violence. 
*NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK*
 
            WHEREAS, the United States Government has designated the third week of April each year as 
National Volunteer Week; and 
	
WHEREAS, the various Federal, State, Local Governments, and private entities throughout the Country recognize, thank, and commend all Volunteers for the dedicated services they provide to the general public; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hopewell would like to express its sincere thanks and appreciation for the outstanding service the Hopewell Police Volunteers provide on a daily basis to the citizens of Hopewell and the Hopewell Police Department; and

WHEREAS, the Hopewell City Council recognizes and commends the Hopewell Police Volunteers for the many hours of dedication and hours of service they perform in serving this community, and for fulfilling the commitment of the Hopewell Police Volunteer program to provide the highest and most efficient level of service to the City of Hopewell and its’ citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Hopewell City Council wishes to commend each and every Hopewell Police Volunteer for their service, which is in keeping with the long and distinguished tradition of volunteerism throughout the world; 

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Hopewell City Council does hereby officially recognize the week of April 21st-28th, 2013 as National Volunteer Week to honor the men and women who serve as a Hopewell Police Volunteer, throughout the year April 21st – 28th, 2013, National Volunteer Week the City of Hopewell, and we call this observance to the attention of all citizens.


*LOCAL GOVERNMENT EDUCATION WEEK*

WHEREAS, since the colonial period, the Commonwealth of Virginia has closely held the institutions of local government; and

WHEREAS, local governments throughout the Commonwealth provide valuable services to the citizens of the communities they serve; and 

WHEREAS, citizen services such as, law enforcement, public health and safety, recreational opportunities, and educating local children, are most often delivered at the local level; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the work performed by local governments, the Virginia General Assembly, on February 29, 2012, designated the first week in April as Local Government Education Week in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, April 2, 1908 was the creation of the Council-Manager form of government in the City of Staunton thereby making the first week in April appropriate for this designation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Hopewell City Council and the Hopewell School System will partner to promote civic education and engagement in an effort to educate citizens about their local government, strengthen the sense of community, and engage the next generation of local government managers. The Hopewell City Council does hereby officially recognize the week of April 1st-7th, 2013, Local Government Education Week in the City of Hopewell, and we call this observance to the attention of all citizens.

PUBLIC HEARING - PROPOSED TAX RATES FOR 2013    

	This was the night advertised as a public hearing to receive public comments regarding the proposed tax rates for 2013.

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the public hearing at 7:34 p.m.
	
	Jerry Whitaker, Finance Director gave a brief presentation of the equalization of the proposed tax rates.
	
	There being no speakers, the public hearing closed at 7:42 p.m.

	Motion was made by Councilor Shornak, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to adopt an ordinance on first reading setting tax rates for the year beginning January 1, 2013. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:
				
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO 								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

PUBLIC HEARING - PROPOSED SEWER RATES – 2012 COST OF SERVICE STUDY
	
	This was the night advertised as a public hearing to receive public comments regarding the proposed 2012 Cost of Service Study and sewer rates for customer classes. 

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the public hearing at 7:46 p.m.

	A brief explanation of the proposed sewer rates for the customer classes was given by Mark Haley, Director of Hopewell Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility.

	There being no speakers, the public hearing was closed at 7:52p.m.

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to adopt  an ordinance on first reading, adopting and approving the 2012 Cost of Service Study for the sanitary sewer system of the City of Hopewell, Virginia and the sewer rates set forth for customer classes to become effective July 1, 2013. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:
				
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

PUBLIC HEARING - PROPOSED SEWER RATES – 2012 COST OF SERVICE STUDY FOR FOREIGN WASTEWATER AND SLUDGE
	
	This was the night advertised as a public hearing to receive public comments regarding the proposed 2012 Cost of Service Study for Disposal of Foreign Wastewaters and Sludge and the disposal rates for foreign wastewater and sludge. 
	
	Mayor Bujakowski opened the public hearing at 7:55 p.m.
	
	A brief explanation of the proposed sewer rates for the disposal of foreign wastewater and sludge was given by Mark Haley, Director of Hopewell Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility.
	
	There being no other speakers, the public hearing was closed at 7:58 p.m.
	
	Motion was made by Councilor Luman-Bailey, seconded by Councilor Walton to adopt an ordinance on first reading adopting and approving the 2012 Cost of Service Study for Disposal of Foreign Wastewaters and Sludge in the City of Hopewell, Virginia and setting forth the disposal rates to become effective July 1, 2013. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:
				
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

AMEND AGENDA

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Luman–Bailey and unanimously passed to allow Citizen Comments be added to the agenda. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS

	Mayor Bujakowski opened Citizen Comments at 8:02 p.m.

	Thomas Howard, Ward 6, wanted to be allowed to have one to two cars under cover, with no garage. He also wanted the Convenience Center to have longer operating hours. 

	Kim Mitchell, Ward 3, likes tall grass and tall wild flowers. He sees no reason to lower the height of tall grass from twelve (12) inches to ten (10) inches before being in violation. The cost of cutting grass is too expensive. Lawn mowers increase carbon dioxide. Cutting grass too often is causing the bee die off problem. He wants the City to leave people alone. 
 
	There being no other speakers, Citizen Comments was closed at 8:11 p.m.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – HOPEWELL DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP RELEASE OF FUNDS

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore to resolve to approve the expenditure of $70,000 for the Hopewell Downtown Partnership. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 								Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – TALENT BANK RESUME – COUNCILOR SHORNAK

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to adopt the new Talent Bank Resume. 

	Substitute motion was made by Councilor Luman-Bailey, seconded by Councilor Pelham to review the form and remove some of the questions. 

	Substitute motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Pelham to simplify the resume and obtain other resumes from surrounding cities, to include Petersburg, Colonial Heights, and Emporia. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 								Councilor Shornak		-	NO
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
			
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – RULES AND PROCEDURES OF CITY COUNCIL

	Motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to resolve to amend section one (1) and two (2) and subsection 412-421 of the Rules and Procedures of City Council to allow the City Attorney to be the authority on Robert’s Rules of Order.

	Substitute motion was made by Councilor Shornak, seconded by Councilor Walton to allow the City Attorney to have final and binding authority when requested by Council on Robert’s Rules of Order. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:
				
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	NO 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – RULES AND PROCEDURES OF CITY COUNCIL

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Pelham resolve to leave Citizen Comments at the beginning of the agenda. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

	Motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Walton to amend Section 3 of Rules and Procedures of City Council. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 
	
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
			
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – RULES AND PROCEDURES OF CITY COUNCIL

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to approve amended Section 3 of the Rules and Procedures of City Council to allow comments from citizens for three (3) minutes, and presentations to be allowed for ten (10) minutes with the use of a three (3) light timing system. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore, to approve the amended section 401-411of the Rules and Procedures of City Council. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

REGULAR BUSINESS - CODE ENFORCEMENT – AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 18, GARBAGE, REFUSE AND WEEDS

March Altman, Director of Development gave a brief overview of the proposed amendments to the changes of the height of grass reducing the grass from twelve (12) inches to ten (10) inches and the number of days to comply from ten (10) days to five (5) days, and to include three (3) civil penalties with a Class three (3) Misdemeanor if cited three (3) times within a twenty (24) month period. 

Motion was made by Councilor Walton, and seconded by Councilor Shornak, to adopt Ordinance 2013-08 on first reading amending Chapter 18, Garbage, Refuse and Weeds.  

Substitute motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore to wait on a Public Hearing before any approval. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	NO
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

Substitute motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Pelham to adopt Ordinance 2013-08 on first reading and have a Public Hearing before second reading and final approval. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

REGULAR BUSINESS - CODE ENFORCEMENT – AMENDMENTS TO CHAPER 25, OFFENSES – MISCELLANEOUS

March Altman, Director of Development gave a brief overview of the proposed amendments to the changes of the inoperable vehicles. The changes reflect the State Code. Inoperable vehicles are to be shielded and screened  from view at ground level at the street, adjoining properties and the alleys, and to include three (3) civil penalties with a Class three (3) Misdemeanor if cited three (3) times within a twenty (24) month period. 

	Motion was made by Councilor Shornak, seconded by Councilor Walton to adopt ordinance 2013-09 on first reading amending Chapter 25, section 25-54 of the Code of the City of Hopewell.

Substitute motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to adopt an ordinance on first reading and have a Public Hearing before second reading and final approval. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:
	
				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak		-	NO
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

	Upon voting for the original motion to adopt an ordinance on first reading amending Chapter 25, section 25-54 of the Code of the City of Hopewell. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes 
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes

REGULAR BUSINESS – SCHOOL BOARD BUDGET PRESENTATION – DR. FAHEY, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

	Dr. Fahey gave an overview of the Hopewell School Systems visions for the future along with the School Budget for the Fiscal Year 2013-14. Goals for the future include all students reading on grade level and a higher graduation rate of students. Dr. Fahey requested funds to help with raises for school employees. Health insurance is up and the employees will absorb the increase. Maintenance needs are in demand for security reasons. Dr. Fahey reviewed the federal and state contributions to the school, and he stated the financial environment is tough. The most costly category of the budget is instructional. There will be laptops for the Science 4th and 5th graders. The laptops will remain in the class rooms. Dr. Fahey thanked the Council for being so generous to the school system with their support. 

	Transactional Disclosure Statement filed by Councilor Pelham, she is an employee of the School System.

REGULAR BUSINESS–CITY BUDGET PRESENTATION – JERRY WHITAKER, FINANCE DIRECTOR

	Jerry Whitaker, Finance Director used the reoccurring expenditure and reoccurring revenues formula to present the budget for the Fiscal year 2013-14 and he discussed the Summary of Budget by funds. Jerry Whitaker stated the financial status is much better now than in February of this year. City Manager, Ed Daley, presented a project overview of priorities for Council to consider.

             Transactional Disclosure Statement filed by Councilor Shornak, her daughter is an employee of the city.

ADJOURNMENT

[bookmark: RB_two][bookmark: RB_three]At 9:48 p.m. motion was made by Councilor Walton, and seconded by Vice Mayor Gore, and unanimously passed by council to adjourn the meeting. 		

										_____________________________                             _________________________ 		    Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor
  Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk 						
