April 29, 2014
Special Meeting and Work Session
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND WORK SESSION HELD APRIL 29, 2014

	A Special Meeting and Work Session of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia was held Tuesday, April 29, 2014, at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia.

	PRESENT:		Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor 
				Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor 
				Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Councilor 
				Roosevelt Edwards, Councilor	
				K. Wayne Walton, Councilor
				Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor
                                       Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor

Mark A. Haley, City Manager
				David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
				Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk
ROLL CALL

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the Special Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor	Bujakowski		-	present
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	ABSENT Arrived at 7:36 p.m.
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Councilor Edwards		-	present
							Councilor Walton		-	present
				Councilor Pelham		-	present	
				Councilor Shornak		-	present

PUBLIC HEARING – FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 CITY BUDGET

 	This was the night advertised as a Public Hearing to receive citizen comments regarding the City Budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015.
	 	
	The Public Hearing opened at 7:31 p.m.

	Dave Harless Ward 3 representing the Hopewell Historic Foundation (HHF)  reviewed the events which are held in the City by the HHF. Mr. Harless stated Westin Manor is in much need of roof repairs and maintenance for a cost of $30,000 and requested City Council to please consider funding the necessary amount to pay for the roof. 

	Janice Denton Ward 5 thanked City Council for holding another Pubic Hearing and allowing time for the City Budget to be reviewed by citizens. Mrs. Denton stated City Council is doing the best for the citizens of Hopewell and thanked them for their work. 

		There being no other speakers the Public Hearing closed at 7:43 p.m.

		Councilor Shornak filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement daughter is City Employee.

	Councilor Pelham filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement employee of the Hopewell Public Schools.
	Mayor Bujakowski filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement wife teacher Hopewell School System. 

PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED TAX LEVIES – 2014

	This was the night advertised as a Public Hearing to receive citizen comments regarding the proposed tax levies for 2014.
	 	
	The Public Hearing opened at 7:43 p.m.

	Mrs. Denton Ward 5 thanked City Council for their work and stated City Council is doing the best for the citizens of Hopewell. 

	Tommy Wells Ward 5 spoke on behalf of Crater District Area Agency on Aging and asked City Council for any amount of money they could donate to go towards helping the elderly in the City of Hopewell. Money given in the past has gone to help individuals with needed house repairs.

	Elliot Eliades Ward 3 asked City Council to please consider giving the teachers a raise. 

	Dr. John Fahey Superintendent of Hopewell Public Schools stated the teachers in Hopewell are some of the best teachers in the state. 

		There being no other speakers the Public Hearing closed at 7:44 p.m.
	
	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to adopt an ordinance on first reading approving tax levies in the increased amount of .03 for the year beginning January 1, 2014. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor	Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
							Councilor Walton		-	yes 
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes	
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes

ADJOURNMENT 

	At 7:51 P.M. motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore and unanimously passed to adjourn 	the Special Meeting.

WORK SESSION 

	At 7:52 p.m. the Work Session was called to order. Roll call was taken as follows: 

 				Mayor	Bujakowski		-	present
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	present
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Councilor Edwards		-	present
							Councilor Walton		-	present
				Councilor Pelham		-	present	
				Councilor Shornak		-	present


WORK SESSION – FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 CITY BUDGET

	City Council was given a revised review of the Comprehensive Plan Update by Horace Wade Planner for the City of Hopewell. A copy of the Comprehensive Plan Update is on file in the City Clerk’s office.  Jerry Whitaker Director of Finance and Mark Haley City Manager reviewed three options given to the City Council for the City budget. City Council made numerous suggestions and requested the Director of Finance and the City Manager to work on a plan to incorporate the suggestions and return to City Council on May 13, 2014.
	
ADJOURNMENT

	At 9:10 p.m. motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Walton and unanimously passed to adjourn the Work Session. 



							        ______________________________________
					      Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor
______________________________________
         Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk 


