

April 15, 2014
Special Meeting and Work Session

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND WORK SESSION HELD APRIL 15, 2014

A Special Meeting and Work Session of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, were held Tuesday, April 15, 2014, at 7:30 PM in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia.

		PRESENT:		Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor
					Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor
					Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Councilor
					K. Wayne Walton, Councilor
					Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor
					Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor
							
					Mark A. Haley, Acting City Manager
					David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
					Julie B. Sharp, Acting City Clerk

		ABSENT:		Roosevelt Edwards, Jr., Councilor
					Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk


ROLL CALL

Mayor Bujakowski opened the meeting at 7:30 PM. Roll call was taken as follows:

			Mayor Bujakowski		-	present 
			Vice Mayor Gore		-	ABSENT  arrived at 6:33
			Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	present
			Councilor Edwards		-	ABSENT
			Councilor Walton		-	present
			Councilor Pelham		-	present
			Councilor Shornak		-	present

Prior to opening City Council’s scheduled public hearings, Jerry Whitaker, Finance Director, presented to City Council, via a PowerPoint presentation, the City Manager’s proposed FY 2014-2015 City Budget (on file in the City Clerk’s office).  He highlighted the remaining budget calendar, budget process, FY 2014-2015 program priorities, budget highlights, new position requests, scenarios for COLA increases, school funding, tax rate increase required to fund schools and unfunded requests, and his goal to balance recurring expenses with recurring revenues and one-time expenses with one-time revenues.


PH-1 PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED TAX RATES-2014

The purpose of this Public Hearing was to receive public comments regarding proposed tax levies for the year beginning January 1, 2014.

Mayor Bujakowski opened the public hearing at 8:20 PM.

Janice Denton, Ward 5, addressed City Council with her concern of increasing the tax rate for cost of operations versus being revenue neutral as is in a reassessment year.

There being no other speakers, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 8:25.

Motion was made by Councilor Walton to increase the tax rate 5 cents, with 1 cent designated to public works, one cent designated to new school positions and the remaining 3 cents designated to the school renovation bond.  There being no second, the motion died.

Motion was made by Councilor Luman-Bailey, seconded by Councilor Pelham to postpone passing an ordinance on first reading until after City Council’s meeting on April 29, 2014 to allow for City Council to receive further information regarding the proposed budget and funding needed to balance the budget. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham			yes


PH-2 PUBLIC HEARING – FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 CITY BUDGET

The purpose of this Public Hearing was to receive public comments regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Budget.

Mayor Bujakowski opened the public hearing at 8:42 PM.

Janice Denton, Ward 5, asked that the proposed budget be placed on the city’s website for viewing by citizens so that they would have necessary information to be able to ask appropriate questions regarding the budget.  She deferred any further questions to the April 29, 2014 public hearing.

Debbie Randolph, Ward 1, addressed Council with the same concern that not enough time had been allowed for citizens to review the proposed budget prior to the public hearing.  She questioned the program priorities and how many of the priorities are not funded.  She also asked that the proposed budget be placed on the City’s website for citizens to review and prepare questions.

There being no other speakers, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 8:46 PM.

Mayor Bujakowski filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement, wife is teacher.
Councilor Shornak filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement, daughter-city employee.
Councilor Pelham filed a Transactional Disclosure Statement; currently I am an employee of Hopewell Public schools and will be for Fiscal Year 2014-15.


ADJOURN

At 8:47 PM, motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore, and unanimously passed.





WORK SESSION


ROLL CALL

Mayor Bujakowski opened the work session at 8:48 PM. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Bujakowski	-	present 
				Vice Mayor Gore	-	present
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	present
				Councilor Edwards	-	ABSENT
				Councilor Walton	-	present
				Councilor Pelham	-	present
				Councilor Shornak	-	present

Mark Haley, City Manager, opened the work session by introducing Gail Vance, Human Resources Director.  Ms. Vance addressed council concerning the City’s medical renewal for Fiscal Year 2014/2015 that includes significant increases in premiums.  Ms. Vance also reviewed strategies for lowering utilization of plans, wellness initiatives, the HSA-High Deductible Plan and its advantages, and how the Patient Protection & Affordable Care Act fees resulted in 6.5% of the renewal increase.  Ms. Vance reviewed plan changes for FY 2014-201515 and the proposed rates for the upcoming fiscal year.

Jerry Whitaker, Finance Director, fielded questions from Council regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Budget.

City Council scheduled a second date for public hearings for further discussion of the proposed budget and tax rates for Tuesday, April 29, 2014.


ADJOURN

At 9:44 PM, motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore, and unanimously passed.



															
							Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor




							
Julie B. Sharp, Acting City Clerk
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