July 8, 2014
Work Session & Regular Meeting
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD JULY 8, 2014

	A Work Session and a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, was held Tuesday, July 8, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 300 North Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia.

	PRESENT:		Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor 
				Jasmine E. Gore, Vice Mayor 
				Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Councilor 
				Roosevelt Edwards, Councilor 
				K. Wayne Walton, Councilor
				Brenda S. Pelham, Councilor 
				Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor

Mark A. Haley, City Manager
				David C. Fratarcangelo, City Attorney
				Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk
ROLL CALL

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows:

				Mayor Bujakowski		-	present
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	ABSENT Arrived at 6:03p.m. 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	present 
				Councilor Edwards		-	present
							Councilor Walton		-	present
				Councilor Pelham		-	present
				Councilor Shornak		-	present

CLOSED MEETING

	Motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Councilor Walton and unanimously passed to resolve to go into Closed Meeting for discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body (downtown options and multi-family properties); and, discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment, assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body (Appointments to City Council Boards and Commissions and Director Performance) in accordance with Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711 (A) (1) and (3). Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	ABSENT Arrived at 6:03p.m.
							Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes	
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
							Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

OPEN MEETING

	At 6:36 p.m. Council convened into Open Meeting. Councilors responded to the question: “Were the only matters discussed in the Closed Meeting public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements; and public business matters identified in the motion to convene into Closed Meeting?” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
							Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes	
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
							Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

AMEND AGENDA

		Motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore to resolve to amend the agenda to add discussion of directing staff to negotiate and purchase apartment properties. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

		Motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore to resolve to amend the agenda to add discussion of directing staff to negotiate and purchase apartment properties at 600 E. Broadway and 720 N. 21st Avenue (Broadway and Hillcrest Apartments) at a purchase price not to exceed $160,000. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

		Motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to resolve to amend the agenda to add to discussion of directing staff to investigate securing options on properties in downtown Hopewell and report back to Council on August 12, 2014. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

	Motion	 was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Vice Mayor Gore to resolve to amend the agenda to add discussion of the Community Center being opened, for free participation to Hopewell youth, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. during the summer and 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays during the school year. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

WORK SESSION – ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD (ARB) – PRESENTATION - “CITY POINT NATIONAL 	HISTORIC DISTRICT HANDBOOK AND DESIGN GUIDELINES MANUAL”

		Tevya Griffin, Director of Neighborhood Assistance and Development; Bryan Townes, Johnnie Partin, Melissa Smith, Rita Joyner and Mary Calos, (ARB members); along with Mark Wagner an Architectural Historian from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources made a presentation of the draft “City Point National Historic District Handbook and Design Guidelines Manual” (on file in the City Clerk’s Office). Topics covered included: role of the Architectural Review Board, demographics, the historical and economic importance of the historic district, history of the guidelines, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation, and a comparison of the current guideline book and the proposed manual. 

	City Council requested the ARB to be consistent in their communications with the residents, when making decisions in support of the guidelines. A suggestion to place the guidelines on a CD. He complimented the ARB on a good job and stated once the current court cases are final, the ARB will have a fresh start. 

	Councilor Edwards thanked the ARB and wanted to know how the information is going to be communicated to the citizens. 

	Mrs. Griffin replied the ARB had held open meetings for citizens, and the ARB was planning another open session for citizen discussion. The draft information is online for citizens to review since September 2013. 

	The new guidelines will be distributed to citizens after they are approved by City Council.

WORK SESSION – VICE MAYOR GORE –PROPOSED REVISIONS TO “COUNCIL RULES AND PROCEDURES” 

	Vice Mayor Gore asked City Council to review her proposed changes to the Sections 303 (Agenda) and 411 (Work Session Policy) of the “Council Rules and Procedures,” for a work session at the August 12, 2014 City Council meeting. 

ADJOURN

	At 7:52 p.m. a motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Pelham and unanimously passed to adjourn the Work Session. 

REGULAR MEETING

	Mayor Bujakowski opened the regular meeting at 7:52 p.m. Roll call was taken as follows: 

				Mayor Bujakowski		-	present
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	present 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	present
				Councilor Edwards		-	present
							Councilor Walton		-	present
				Councilor Pelham		-	present
				Councilor Shornak		-	present

PRAYER

	Prayer by Chaplain Pamela Cooper followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

CONSENT AGENDA

		Motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to approve the Consent Agenda. Minutes: 5.13.2014 Regular Meeting; 5.27.2014 Special Meeting Excerpt (Regular Business-Fiscal 	Year 2014-2015 City Budget-Resolution-Amended Budget Resolution Fiscal Year 2014-2015 to provide correct Budget Resolution in the official meeting minutes); 6.10.2014 Regular Meeting; Pending List; Information for Council Review: none; Personnel Change Report & Financial Report; Public Hearings Announcements: none; Routine Approval of Work Sessions: none; Ordinances on second and final reading: Ordinance 2014-11, An Ordinance amending City Code Chapter 2 (Administration), Article IV (Real Estate Assessment Office), Section 2-78 (Duties) to permit the assessor to prepare the land book in electronic format, or any other format as determined by the assessor. Routine Grant Approval: none; Proclamation/Resolutions/Presentations: Recreation Commission plaque to Brittany McConnell; Recreation and Parks Department. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted

							Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
							Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak		-	yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes								Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor	Bujakowski		-	yes

ORDINANCE 2014-11

An Ordinance amending City Code Chapter 2 (Administration), Article IV (Real Estate Assessment Office), Section 2-78 (Duties) to permit the Assessor to prepare the land book in electronic format, or any other format as determined by the Assessor

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOPEWELL:

That The Code of the City of Hopewell, Virginia, 1981, as amended, is amended and reenacted as follows:

ARTICLE IV.  REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENT OFFICE*

*Charter reference:  Authority to create office, etc., Ch. IX A, § 1. 

Sec. 2-76.  Created.

A real estate assessment office is hereby established as part of the governing of the city.
(Ord. No. 85-24, 4-22-86)

Sec. 2-77. Assessor; appointment, certification, qualifications, and compensation.

The city manager shall appoint a person for an indefinite term to assess real estate for taxation, hereinafter referred to as an assessor, may prescribe the duties of such assessor, and require that he give his entire time to the duties of his office, may fix his compensation, which shall be payable out of the local treasury, and may provide for such technical and clerical assistance as may be necessary or advisable and for the payment of any other expenses that may be properly incident thereto. The assessor shall be certified by the state tax commission, and shall have the qualifications prescribed by the department of taxation for the particular position held. All duties now imposed upon the commissioner of the revenue with respect to the assessment of real estate shall be transferred to and imposed upon the assessor.
(Ord. No. 85-24, 4-22-86)

Sec. 2-78.  Duties.

The duties of the assessor shall include the following:

(1)	To operate the real estate assessment office under the general supervision of the city manager.

(2)	To be responsible for the determination of fair market value of all locally assessable real estate taxable and tax exempt; excluding real estate assessable under law by the state corporation commission or state department of taxation; supervise the appraisal of real property for assessment purposes and maintenance of all accompanying records; to correct errors in tax assessments by abatement or additional assessment, if necessary, to add to the assessment rolls any real properties erroneously omitted, and to remove properties from tax rolls when acquired by owners not subject to taxation. To be responsible for public relations between the taxpayers and the assessment department. To be responsible for compliance with general laws of state governing property assessments.

(3)	To maintain appraisal records on a uniform and comparable basis with comprehensive descriptive matter for each separate parcel of taxable real estate in the city.

(4)	To prepare and maintain appraisal records indices, tax assessment maps, plat book indices, and other devices to provide for ready and convenient use of records and data in the department of real estate assessments, or from other departments possessing information pertinent to assessment of real properties.

(5)	To accumulate and maintain current records of changes in real estate values and ownership, including such information as may be available from clerk of the circuit court, building permits, zoning records, documents dealing with real estate transactions, and other sources. The owner of real estate on January the first shall be assessed for the taxes for the year beginning on that day and taxes shall be extended for the year on the basis of the last assessment made prior to such year subject to such changes as may have been lawfully made. The assessor shall prepare the land book in electronic format, or any other format as determined by the assessor in accordance with general law, retain the original copy, prepare sufficient copies to comply with the statutes relating to land books, and no change or alteration in or addition to any entry appearing thereon shall be made unless authorized by law. There shall also be furnished to the state department of taxation such information, respecting such assessments as it may require. The assessor shall certify on the land book an oath that all real estate subject to taxation by the city and all tax exempt property has been assessed by him at fair market value and that there are no errors on the face of the land book.

(6)	To support and justify all assessments and changes in assessments before the board of equalization of real estate assessments.

(7)	To attend all hearings of the board of equalization of real estate assessments and to act as clerk for, or administrative assistant to, the board, and to furnish such board with information and data pertaining to assessments of real property in the city.

(8)	To cooperate with other departments and officials of the city in the furnishing and use of information and the keeping of records.

(9)	To cooperate with the department of taxation of the state and to make full use of its available facilities, and to make use of other public facilities and aids, in the reexamination and improvement of assessment and mapping procedures and practices in the city.

(10)	To employ technical and clerical assistance necessary and advisable, and provide employees with opportunity for training to improve their capabilities for service and employment in the department under the general supervision of the assessor.
(Ord. No. 85-24, 4-22-86) (Ord. No. 2014-11, 7-8-14)

Sec. 2-79.  Clerk of circuit court to furnish lists of real estate transfers to assessor.

The clerk of the circuit court for the city shall furnish to the assessor of real estate the lists of real estate transfers required by law to be furnished the commissioner of revenue.
(Ord. No. 85-24, 4-22-86)

Proclamation of the City of Hopewell
WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs are an integral part of communities throughout this country, including The City of Hopewell; and

WHEREAS, our parks and recreation are vitally important to establishing and maintaining the quality of life in our communities, ensuring the health of all citizens, and contributing to the economic and environmental well-being of a community and region; and 

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs build healthy, active communities that aid in the prevention of chronic disease, provide therapeutic recreation services for those who are mentally or physically disabled, and also improve the mental and emotional health of all citizens; and

WHEREAS, parks and recreation programs increase a community’s economic prosperity through increased property values, expansion of the local tax base, increased tourism, the attraction and retention of businesses, and crime reduction;

WHEREAS, parks and recreation areas are fundamental to the environmental well-being of our community; and

WHEREAS, parks and natural recreation areas improve water quality, protect groundwater, prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide vegetative buffers to development, and produce habitat for wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, our parks and natural recreation areas ensure the ecological beauty of our community and provide a place for children and adults to connect with nature and recreate outdoors; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives has designated July as Parks and Recreation Month; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hopewell recognizes the benefits derived from parks and recreation resources
   

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAMED the Council of the City of Hopewell declares July as Parks and Recreation Month in the City of Hopewell, Virginia.


	The Recreation Commission presented Brittany McConnell with a plaque thanking her for the contributions she made while serving as a student representative for the commission.  

	Mayor Bujakowski announced that Bobby Pershing had received Coach of Year for District 26.

	Mayor Bujakowski announced that Vice Mayor Gore received the Emerging Leader of the year award from the Virginia Democratic Party. He wished her the best with her aspirations to hold state and national offices.
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARING-ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD (ARB)- “CITY POINT NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT HANDBOOK AND DESIGN GUIDELINES MANUAL”

		This was the night advertised as a public hearing to receive citizen comments regarding the Architectural Review Board’s proposed “City Point National Historic District Handbook and Design Guidelines Manual.” 
		
		The ARB members fielded questions from City Council and acknowledged suggestions offered by City Council. One purpose of the new guidelines was to make it user friendly to the owners and residents of the Historic District. The addition of an appendix, which offers contact information for resources for items such as painting, tax credits, repairing, and the Department of Historic Resources  will make it easier for owners to obtain assistance in finding businesses and organizations to repair homes in the historic district.  

		The public hearing was opened at 8:04 p.m.

		Cheryl Collins, Ward 1, asked City Council what kind of financial investment they were willing to make, were they willing to provide for improved roads in the historic area, enhance the street signs to let people know it is a viable district, and if City Council is going to put the street sweeping of the area on a cycle to keep the streets swept? Another concern was the sidewalks in front of some of the houses in the historic district, which have needed repairs for several years. It was suggested by Ms. Collins the ARB attend training and be pro-active versus reactive, conduct surveys of the home owners on a yearly basis holding the ARB accountable to following the guidelines. Ms. Collins advised houses have paint chipping, other structures have been in disrepair for over twenty-five years, and the inconsistency of the vinyl windows in the row houses on Bank Street needs to be addressed. Another suggestion was to change the ARB membership more often.

		Reuben Gilliam, Ward, expressed appreciation for the time to make comments. The ARB’s inconsistency enforcing the City Code is one of his concerns. In prior years some properties had been let go, while others were cited. Mr. Gilliam suggested the ARB have oversight from City Council, and that City Council be independent and that they conduct individual researches on the information they are given before making decisions. He would appreciate a meeting between the ARB, City Council and owners of property in the historic district.

		Roger Morse, Ward 1, said he went through the process to get vinyl replacement windows for his house and was approved by the ARB. Yet, his concern is the citation he received for not cutting his grass. After twenty years of cutting his grass without being told to do it, he now feels he is being harassed by the City. Communication between the ARB, Code and the Citizens needs to be better. His question to City Council was, “What are the plans to help the elderly with money to do repairs, since the repairs are requested by the City?”

		Tommy Davis, Ward 1, complained about the high cost of repairs the City is requesting for his property. He asked for financial help.

	Cheryl Collins, Ward1, suggested City Council wait a year before proceeding, to let the VCU Planning Team come in and make suggestions and meet with City Council to share their input. It would also be beneficial to have City Council to come out and walk the area to see what might be done to enhance the historic district.

	Councilor Luman-Bailey explained to the audience this public hearing was to allow for the citizens to comment on the guidelines. There would be a month to discuss the new guidelines before Council votes. 	
	
	There being no other speakers, the public hearing was closed at 8:25 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING- PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) BUDGET 
	
	This was the night advertised as a public hearing to receive citizen comments regarding the Fiscal Year 2014/2015 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Budget.

	The public hearing was opened at 8:26 p.m.

	Lou Magenni, Salvation Army, thanked City Council for their endorsement by support of funding for the Salvation Army Family Services Program. In 2013 the Salvation Army served over five hundred men, women and children in the Hopewell area. 

	Cailee 	Malahan, Smart Beginnings Leadership and Advisement Council, thanked City Council for their monetary support for the planning grant. 

	Greta Morris, Smart Beginnings, thanked City Council for the planning grant which will help the children of Hopewell. 

	Councilors thanked Smart Beginnings for their hard work, and wished them well. 

	There being no other speakers, the public hearing was closed at 8:46 p.m.

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to adopt CDBG Budget Resolution Fiscal Year 2014/2015. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

CDBG BUDGET RESOLUTION 
FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015

WHEREAS, at the meeting of the City Council of the City of Hopewell held on July 8, 2014 a budget request was introduced in its complete form for CDBG Funding; of which $2794.20 is requested to be appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, sufficient revenues are estimated within the respective fund;

BE IT, HEREBY, RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hopewell:

Sec. 1	The estimated revenues shall be appropriated for each fund as listed:

Community Development Block Grant Fund-052:
	Estimated Revenues:
	

	  From Federal Sources	
	$279,420

	
	

	Appropriations:
	

	  Grants Administration	
	20,000

	   Smart Beginnings Hopewell/PG Planning Grant
	15,000

	  Cares Homeless Shelter	
	4,000

	   Community Action Program for Reading, Inc.
	2,000

	  Hopewell Food Pantry	
	4,000

	  Healthy Families	
	5,000

	  Respite Care Group	
	2,337

	  Rainbow Summer Program	
	1,000

	  Hopewell Youth Sports League	
	1,000

	  James House	
	2,500

	  Piper Square Family Resources Center	
	3,000

	  Hopewell Police Department –Crime Prevention Program	
	2,000

	  Salvation Army	
	1,500

	  Project Homes	
	25,000

	  Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities	
	25,000

	  Blackstone Road	
	49,960

	  Arlington Road	
	50,000

	  Trenton Street	
	66,123

	  Total Community Development Block Grant Fund	
	$279,420




COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS

	Rita and Larry Joyner, Ward 1, asked that the School Board purchase more seats for students at the Appomattox Regional and Maggie Walker Governor’s Schools. Both provided a letter (on file in the City Clerk’s Office) to City Council, which were read into the minutes. 

	Antonio Monroe, Ward 2, president of the Hopewell Football Association, addressed council regarding his concerns as to why the children in the league he coaches were not allowed to play or practice on Merner Field. If you turn away the youth you turn away the future. He said the teams he coaches have been going out of town for games, and are practicing at Arlington Park where there are no lights or bathrooms. There are ninety eight children on the new teams and they are expecting approximately sixty more children in the fall. The organization is currently waiting on their 501C. The prices to join are half of the other teams’ prices. The new teams have a payment plan which can be paid on a weekly basis. Mr. Monroe suggested that the City Manager and Dr. Fahey divide the number of games equally between the old league and the new league. 

	Jeff Blaha, Prince George, Director of Rebuilding Together Tri-Cities, thanked the Community Development Block Grant for the funds allocated to them for their home repair program. The program allows help for homeowners which qualify for assistance in repairing their homes. A thank you was extended to Tevya Griffin for helping them identify individuals who qualified for the program. Mr. Blaha also thanked Councilor Shornak, Councilor Walton, Vice Mayor Gore and Councilor Luman-Bailey for their participation in the program at various levels. 

	Mary Jackson, Ward 3, suggested making students aware of opportunities, at an earlier age, which the Governors’ schools offer. She would also like to see more seats for more students. 

	Ricky Reese, Ward 2, a gifted musician, should have been told in the fifth grade about the Governor’s school. Students learn too late how to apply, and what classes to take to help them become eligible for Governor’s school. 

	Bobby Pershing, Ward 5, thanked City Council for the fine job they are doing. The signage for civic organizations when coming into and leaving the City are in disrepair. Mr. Pershing suggested the signage in Enon be moved back to Hopewell’s jurisdiction to Route 36 coming into the City from Prince George, and that all the Civic Organization signage be repaired, replaced and have lights on them at night. The civic organizations do a tremendous job with the City’s youth and various other programs, and should be honored with the proper maintained signage.

	Vice Mayor Gore advised Mr. Pershing’s suggestions were already in the process of becoming reality. A committee is getting ready to implement a plan in the very near future. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS-HOPEWELL STRATEGIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN- ECONOMIC 	DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to accept and review the “Hopewell Strategic Economic Development Plan –A Roadmap to a More Prosperous Future.” Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:  

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 
	
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING SECTION 6-4, KEEPING OF 	LIVESTOCK NEAR RESIDENCES, OF ARTICLE 1, IN GENERAL , CHAPTER 6, ANIMALS AND FOWL, OF THE CODE OF 	THE CITY OF HOPEWELL

	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to resolve to adopt an ordinance on first reading, amending and reenacting Section 6 - 4, Keeping of livestock near residences, of Article 1, in General Chapter 6, Animals and Fowl, of the Code of the City of Hopewell to allow residents to keep no more than (6) six fowl or domestic chickens and no roosters on any premise in the City. The current Code allows for (4) four fowl or no more than (4) four domestic chickens and no roosters on any premise in the City. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 
	




UNFINISHED BUSINESS – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 19 (HOUSING CODE) OF THE 	CODE OF THE CITY OF HOPEWELL BY ADDING NEW ARTICLE, ARTICLE VI (SPOT BLIGHT ABATEMENT) 
	
	Motion was made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to set a Public Hearing for August 12, 2014 to receive citizen comments and consider adopting an ordinance amending and reenacting Chapter 19 (Housing Code) of the Code of the City of Hopewell by adding a new article, Article VI (Spot Blight Abatement) 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – CHAPTER 34 (TAXATION) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF HOPEWELL, ARTICLE XI – TAX ABATEMENT FOR REHABILITATED/RENOVATED OR REPLACEMENT STRUCTURES 
	
	Motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to resolve to set August 12, 2014 as a Public Hearing to receive 	citizen comments and consider adopting an ordinance amending and reenacting on Chapter 34 (Taxation) of the Code of the City of Hopewell, Article XI-(Tax Abatement for Rehabilitated/Renovated or Replacement Structures.) Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:  
	
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

REGULAR BUSINESS – ERNEST GREENE AND CATHY VICK – DOMINION VIRGINIA POWER – RESPONSE TO STORMS AND POWER OUTAGES

	Ernest Green, External Affairs Manager for Dominion Virginia Power, introduced Cathy Vick, Manager for Restoration Project Development, who explained the priority order after a storm such as the one on June 11, 2014. The June storm was severe and it took two days to clear and repair all of the damage. The priority order for restoration and recovery is: 1.) Transmission Lines-obtain bulk power from power station & serve several substations, 2.) Substations-distribute power to several circuits, 3.) Critical services- hospital, water pumping stations, police and fire departments and other public health and safety facilities, 4.) Main Circuits- extend miles to communities and industries, 5.) Residential Lines-smaller customer groups and neighborhoods, 6.) Individual Transformers-reduce power to customer usable level, and 7.) Services to individual owners- individual customers. A handout, “Restoration and Recovery Strategy” (on file in the City Clerk’s Office) was provided to City Council. 

REGULAR BUSINESS – NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – ENTERPRISE ZONE BOUNDARY REVISIONS
	
	Tevya Griffin provided City Council with maps (on file in the City Clerk’s Office) of the existing Enterprise Zone boundaries and the proposed revisions to the boundaries. She requested a public hearing be set for August 12, 2014. Mrs. Griffin fielded questions from City Council regarding the application process, street boundaries and businesses included in the City’s Enterprise Zone. 

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to resolve to set a public hearing for August 12, 2014 to receive citizen comments on revisions to the Enterprise Zone boundaries. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

REGULAR BUSINESS – NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT – INTERAGENCY MEMORANDUM OF 	UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN THE CITY OF HOPEWELL AND CENTER FOR URBAN AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CURD) VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

	Motion was made by Councilor Luman-Bailey, seconded by Councilor Pelham to resolve to approve Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Hopewell and the Center for Urban and Regional Development 	(CURD) Virginia Commonwealth University and to authorize the City Manager to execute the MOU upon review and approval of the City Attorney. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak			yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 
			
REGULAR BUSINESS – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25, SECTION 25-54, OPEN 
STORAGE OF INOPERATIVE VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

	Motion made by Councilor Walton, seconded by Councilor Shornak to resolve to adopt Ordinance 2014-13 on one and only reading, 	dispensing with a second reading, as an emergency measure taking effect immediately upon its passage amending Chapter 25, Section 25-54, Open Storage of Inoperative Vehicles in Residential or Commercial District.

	Substitute motion by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Edwards to resolve not to pass as an emergency measure. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			NO 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO 
			
The vote was 4 to 3, the motion passed.

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Edwards to resolve to adopt and Ordinance 2014-13 on first reading amending Chapter 25, Section 25-54, Open Storage of Inoperative Vehicles in Residential or commercial District on  first reading. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			NO 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO 

The vote was 4 to 3, the motion passed.

REGULAR BUSINESS - 1% COLA INCREASE FOR PERMANENT PART-TIME EMPLOYEES

	Motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Walton to resolve to approve a 1% COLA increase for Permanent Part-Time Employees. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	NO 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO
				Councilor Shornak			yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO 

The vote resulted 4 to 3, the motion passed.

REGULAR BUSINESS–NEGOTIATE AND PURCHASE APARTMENT PROPERTIES AT 600 E 
BROADWAY AND 720 N. 21ST AVENUE (BORADWAY AND HILLCREST APARTMENTS) 

	Motion was made by Vice Mayor Gore, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey to resolve to direct staff to negotiate the purchase of apartment properties at 600 E. Broadway and 720 N. 21st Avenue (Broadway and Hillcrest Apartments) at a purchase price not to exceed $160,000. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:
				Vice Mayor Gore		-	NO
				Councilor Walton		-	NO
				Councilor Pelham		-	NO 
				Councilor Shornak			NO 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	NO

The vote resulted 5 to 2, the motion failed. 

REGULAR BUSINESS – COMMUNITY CENTER OPEN FOR FREE PARTICIPATION TO HOPEWELL YOUTH.
	
	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Edwards to resolve to set the opening of the Community Center, for free participation to Hopewell youth, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. during the summer, and 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays during the school year. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted: 

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes 
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes 
				Councilor Shornak			yes 
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		-	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes 

REGULAR BUSINESS - DIRECT STAFF TO INVESTIGATE SECURING OPTIONS ON PROPERTIES IN DOWNTOWN HOPEWELL

	Motion was made by Councilor Pelham, seconded by Councilor Walton to resolve to direct staff to investigate securing options on properties in Downtown Hopewell and report progress to Council on August 12, 2014. Upon the roll call, the vote resulted:

				Vice Mayor Gore		-	yes
				Councilor Walton		-	yes
				Councilor Pelham		-	yes
				Councilor Shornak			yes
				Councilor Luman-Bailey	-	yes
				Councilor Edwards		- 	yes
				Mayor Bujakowski		-	yes

REPORTS OF THE CITY CLERK

	Councilor Luman-Bailey requested the Crater Planning District Commission to be removed from the agenda.

	Crater Planning District Commission

REPORTS OF CITY COUNCIL: INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS
	
	Councilor Luman-Bailey advised Fort Lee is headquarters for all of the commissaries for the military. The Federal Government is potentially making cuts. She asked letters be sent to the Military Compensation Retirement Modernization Commission or by email to response@www.MCRMC.gov and urging the government our area needs the headquarters to remain at Fort Lee. 

	Vice Mayor Gore requested copies of maps of 600 E Broadway and 720 N 21st Avenue. 

	Councilor Pelham requested the work session, she previously requested, be held in conjunction with the storm water fee discussion, since both pertain to drainage. 

CITIZEN/COUNCILOR REQUESTS - MAYOR BUJAKOWSKI - BEGIN FORMATION OF A PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE ONE HUNDRED YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF HOPEWELL

	Motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Councilor Luman-Bailey and unanimously passed to allow the Mayor to begin the formation of a planning committee for the celebration of the one hundred year anniversary of the founding of Hopewell on July 16, 1916. 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS

	Councilor Luman-Bailey stated she has placed RC&D brochures she had last month at the back table, and reminded everyone to buy local and buy fresh. 

	Council Pelham thanked the City for providing citizens with the recycle bins. 

	Vice Mayor Gore stated tentatively scheduled to walk the historic district on July 15th, 2014 starting at St. John’s Church, she will make an announcement of any date changes. 

	Mayor Bujakowski announced the “Butts on Broadway” in the Downtown area was a success. 

ADJOURNMENT

	Councilor Shornak left the meeting at 10:37 p.m.	

	At 10:40 p.m. a motion was made by Councilor Edwards, seconded by Councilor Walton and the remaining Council members voted unanimously to resolve to adjourn the meeting. 


							        												        ______________________________________							      Michael C. Bujakowski, Mayor


_____________________________________
         Cynthia Y. Ames, City Clerk 
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