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Mayor’s Corner
“What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, 
courage for the present, hope for the future.  It is a fer-
vent wish that every cup may flow with blessings rich 
and eternal, and that every path may lead to peace.”
~Agnes M. Pahro

‘Tis Christmas, 
my favorite time of the year.
It is a time where prayers for peace waffle through 
the air and engulf all people of all nations.  Where 
the simplest gifts and handmade ornaments from 
our children are unwrapped and hung on the tree or 
placed around the house to symbolize innocence and 
simpler times.  It is a time where hope abounds and wishes for health and happi-
ness are freely exchanged.   It is a time of great joy.  It is a time for reflection on the 
year that was, while looking forward to the year that will be.  It is a time of great 
promise of good things to come.  Most of all, it is a time that allows us to go back to 
our childhood, to remember our favorite gifts, both received and given, to remem-
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Fire Fighter of the year, Randy Gill,  
has been with us since 2009 and has 
shown that he wants to be a valuable 
asset to the Department. Fire Fighter 
Gill is a motivated and respected 
employee in the department and is 
very professional on calls and has 
good decision making skills. He 
is also a good mentor to the new 
and upcoming ALS providers and 
Fire Fighters. Firefighter Gill Has 
taken time to help precept new ALS 
providers and also helps with class 
questions for those that need help. 

Gill is currently a member of the 
Crater Technical Rescue Team and 
the Crater Hazardous Materials Team. 
He is in charge of the EMS supplies 

Fire Fighter of the Year



The National League of 
Cities (NLC) named its 
2015 leadership and board 
of directors at the annual 
Congress of Cities and 
Exposition in Austin, Texas, 
Nov. 22. 

Jasmine Gore, Vice Mayor, 
Hopewell, Va. is one of 
fourteen elected officials 
and four state municipal 
league directors that will 
serve a two-year term.

The National League of 
Cities (NLC) is dedicated 
to helping city leaders build 
better communities. NLC 
is a resource and advocate 

for 19,000 cities, towns and 
villages, representing more 
than 218 million Americans.
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ber family and friends who are no longer with us, 
and to give thanks for the good influence that they 
had on us.  It is also a time to do good things. 

Where the simplest gifts and handmade ornaments 
from our children are unwrapped and hung on 
the tree or placed around the house to symbolize 
innocence and simpler times.  It is a time where 
hope abounds and wishes for health and happiness 
are freely exchanged.   It is a time of great joy.  It 
is a time for reflection on the year that was, while 
looking forward to the year that will be.  It is a time 
of great promise of good things to come.  Most of all, 
it is a time that allows us to go back to our child-
hood, to remember our favorite gifts, both received 
and given, to remember family and friends who are 
no longer with us, and to give thanks for the good 
influence that they had on us.  It is also a time to do 
good things.

No matter how you celebrate the season I hope that 
you do so with great passion, and that you remem-
ber in your own way, based on your own beliefs, the 
reason for this wonderful season.  I also hope that 
you will have the opportunity to do something nice 
for someone else, not for credit, but because you 
can. 

As we move into the holidays I wish for you the 
following:   For those with sick or aging relatives I 
wish you time. For those of you who have lost loved 
ones during the year I wish you nothing but good 
memories and comfort. For those with young chil-
dren, I wish patience and understanding.  For those 
with grown children, I wish grandchildren to spoil.  
For those in leadership positions, I wish humility, 
wisdom, and truth. For all of us, I wish forgiveness 
for our many shortcomings.

I hope that you have a safe and joyous holiday sea-
son, that all of your wishes come true, and that you 
and yours are blessed with good health and a visit 
from Santa.

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day,
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat,
Of peace on earth, good-will to men”
~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

LEARN WELL, LIVE WELL, WORK WELL, 
PLAY WELL, in HOPEWELL
“An Historic Riverfront Community”

Mayor’s Corner .................................... continued from page 1

Fire Fighter ...............
............ continued from page 1

for the department and is the department’s 
Infection Control Officer. Recently he 
has been overwhelmed with keeping the 
department prepared for the Ebola scare 
by making sure we have the necessary 
protective equipment to keep our providers 
safe and making sure everyone is kept up to 
date on the ever changing information. 

Gill has received his ALS certification 
and has been B-shift’s only ALS certified 
firefighter for 6 months and has not 
complained one time about having to run 
all ALS calls for the shift. His work ethic is 
a stellar example to the firefighters around 
him. He is cleared as an acting officer and 
has done so on numerous occasions.

Firefighter Gill is someone that Hopewell 
Fire department can count on to do the job 
when called on, and is one of the first ones 
to step up when something is needed to be 
done. We are proud to call him a Hopewell 
Fire Fighter.

National League of Cities 
Elects 2015 Leadership 
and Board of Directors



The Beacon Theatre, 
Commonwealth 
Architects’ rehabilitation 
project for the city of 
Hopewell, has been 
selected to receive 
an Honor Award for 
Excellence in Historic 
Preservation from the 
Virginia Society AIA.

 The $4.1 million historic 
rehabilitation tax credit 
project emerged as 
the best in the region, 
earning the only Honor 
Award in its category.

“The renovation of the 
theater and the adaptive 
reuse of the adjacent 
building demonstrates 
comprehensive 
preservation – careful 

research, beautiful 
restoration and 
thoughtful adaptive 
reuse in support of 
new programmatic 
requirements and 
economic realities 
– which will serve 
as a catalyst for 
continued downtown 

revitalization,” the 
awards jury said in its 
remarks.

 Built as a downtown 
movie house in 1928, 
The Beacon Theatre had 
served as a community 
gathering place for 
Hopewell residents until 

its closing in 1981.

 The renovation returned 
the dilapidated building 
to its former splendor, 
while converting it 
into a contemporary 
performance venue. 
Since reopening, the 
theater has attracted sold-
out crowds.

 This year’s juries gave 
12 Honor Awards and 
six Merit Awards. Award 
categories include 
architecture,  contextual 
design, historic 
preservation, interior 
design and residential 
design. The winning 
projects were selected 
from a pool of 155 
submissions.
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5K “MOST 
SPIRITED”
The City of Hopewell ASP-
PROS team finished the 
5K event in 55:24 minutes 
and won the “Most Spirit-
ed Costume” Award!  Team 
members were:  Councilor 
Jackie Shornak, Michelle 
Ingram, Tanya Harris, Deb-
bie Pershing, Dana Phil-
lips, and Darlene Loving.  
Way to go, Ladies! 

Special thanks to Darlene 
Loving who designed and 
made our costumes!  She 
has already begun cre-
ating our costumes for 
2015!!
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CITY OF HOPEWELL TAXPAYERS

SECOND HALF 2014 REAL ESTATE AND MACHINERY 
AND TOOLS TAXES ARE DUE BY DECEMBER 5, 2014 

TAX BILLS FOR BOTH HALVES OF 
REAL ESTATE AND MACHINERY 
AND TOOLS TAXES WERE MAILED 
TO PROPERTY OWNERS OR 
MORTGAGE HOLDERS IN MAY 
2014.  SECOND HALF REMINDER 
NOTICES WERE ALSO RECENTLY 
MAILED.  FAILURE TO RECEIVE 
A BILL DOES NOT RELIEVE THE 
TAXPAYER OF LATE CHARGES 
IF THE TAX IS NOT PAID BY THE 
DUE DATE.  IF YOU HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED YOUR BILL(S), PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT 541-
2240.

PAYMENTS MADE BY MAIL 
SHOULD BE SENT TO TREASURER, 
CITY OF HOPEWELL, P. O. BOX 
199, HOPEWELL, VA 23860 
AND MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 
DECEMBER 5, 2014 TO AVOID BEING ASSESSED PENALTY AND INTEREST.  TAXES MAY ALSO 
BE PAID AT THE CITY TREASURER’S OFFICE LOCATED AT 300 NORTH MAIN STREET.  REGULAR 
HOURS ARE FROM 8:30 AM TO 5:00 PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.  THE OFFICE IS CLOSED 
ON WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TREASURER’S OFFICE WILL CLOSE AT NOON ON WEDNESDAY, NO-
VEMBER 26th FOR THANKSGIVING AND WILL REOPEN MONDAY, DECEMBER 1st AT 8:30 AM. 

FOR OUR CITIZENS’ CONVENIENCE, AN AFTER-HOURS DRIVE-UP DROP BOX IS LOCATED 
BEHIND THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING ACROSS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT ENTRANCE.  
PAYMENTS MAY ALSO BE MADE AT THE HOPEWELL BRANCH OF SUNTRUST LOCATED AT 200 
NORTH MAIN STREET.   WHEN PAYING AT SUNTRUST, PLEASE BRING YOUR BILL WITH YOU.

TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD THROUGH OFFICIAL PAYMENTS, CALL 1 888-2PAY-TAX (1 888-272-
9829) OR GO ONLINE TO www.officialpayments.com.  A SERVICE CHARGE IMPOSED BY OUR 
SERVICE PROVIDER WILL APPLY.  YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO ENTER HOPEWELL’S JURISDICTION 
CODE (1023) AND THE SUB. DIV. NO. AND PARCEL NO. (7 DIGITS) LOCATED ON THE FRONT 
OF YOUR BILL.  IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD, PLEASE PAY AT LEAST TWO DAYS BEFORE THE DUE 
DATE TO ENSURE TIMELY RECEIPT OF PAYMENT.
                                         

TERESA L. BATTON, CITY TREASURER
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL (804) 541-2240
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HOPEWELL BUREAU OF FIRE 

& 

 HOPEWELL CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

HAVE PARTNERED TO HELP LOCAL CHILDREN THAT WOULD BENEFIT FROM 
A NEW WINTER COAT! 

PLEASE JOIN OUR “WARM COATS, WARM HEARTS” CAMPAIGN 

AS WE SHARE THE WARMTH OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH THOSE IN NEED 

YOUR FINANCIAL DONATION WILL ENSURE  

THAT NO CHILD FEELS THIS WINTER’S COLD. 

THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15TH IS THE COAT DISTRIBUTION GOAL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOULD YOU OR YOUR ORGANIZATION WISH TO MAKE A MONETARY DONATION TO THIS MUCH 
NEEDED CAUSE, PLEASE CONTACT mbrade@hopewellva.gov 
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DECA Team Brings Home Wins

The Hopewell High School DECA team uses the Virginia State Fair as a practice in hopes of getting better 
before the District competition, which is held in early December. The veteran competitors are also able to 
give underclassman advice on how to compete.

“We had a great year; we competed against some pretty big schools,” said DECA advisor Phyllis Slachter. 
“In DECA’s individual series or team events, students never know what their case study/business situation is 
until they compete. Students are given ten minutes to read the scenario, take notes, and plan what and how 
they are going to present their finding to the judge.” 

The Hopewell High School DECA team competed at the Virginia State Fair Saturday, September 27, 2014. 

The students winning first place awards at the fair include: 
• Tristan Irvin

• Quaron Fitzgerald
• Kasey Dalton
• Andrea Salter

Second place winners include:
• Christopher Walker

• Kyle Taylor
• Imani Edmonds

• Michelle Rodriguez.
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Woodlawn Learning Center
Pumpkin pie is a thanksgiving tradition in many house-
holds, but who knew making dessert could be so educa-
tional?  

“Ms. Archer is making a mess,” states one three year old 
young man, clearly distraught because one of his class-
mates has stirred the sticky mixture just a little too hard.  
“I love pumpkin pie,” adds another young lady.  “I help 
my dad make it.”

The process is being closely guided by Woodlawn Learn-
ing Center teachers, Shelly Archer and Shantae Wheeler, 
with the much appreciated help of their teaching assistant, 
Brenda Washington.  They combined their two classes in 
the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving to challenge their 
students to make something tasty.  They teach some of the 
Hopewell’s youngest three and four year old students.

“We have been talking about the letter P,” explained Ms. 
Archer.  “Cooking really helps with basic reading skills, 
and they really love it.”  “We try to cook at least once a 
month,” added Wheeler.  It allows the teachers to show 
their students how foods are made and introduce them to 
following complex directions and how to measure.

The teachers found the recipe for crock pot pumpkin pie 
on the internet and knew it would make a perfect class 
project for this time of year. The students were able to 
take turns adding ingredients and stirring the mixture.  
They also talked about colors, shapes and smells of each 
ingredient.  Students raised their hands for the honor of 
adding the next ingredient into the mix, while classmates 
took turns stirring the concoction until it was just perfect.

        “This is a lovely class,” said Mrs. Brenda Washing-
ton.  She has worked at the school for the past eight 
years.  “There is lots of love here.”  You can see it 
and even smell it as the pie begins to bake in the 
corner of the class.  The students also had to learn 
about patience.  It took the pie nearly three hours to 
cook before they could eat it, but it was worth the 
wait.
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Holiday Party with Santa 
For families who have children with special needs 

Date: Sunday, December 14, at 2pm - 4pm  

Location: Homewood Suites by Hilton 

12810 Old Stage Road, Chester, VA 23836 

 



On November 1, 2014 members of the community and City of Hopewell 
staff came together to put on two great events for the youth in the city. Vice 
Mayor Jasmine Gore joined fellow HHS alumni to organize the 3rd Annual 
Trick or Trunk event. Shannon Foskey was the key organizer and themed 
the event “Stop the Violence.” Other group members that have founded the 
Event included, Patrice Williams, NaQuetta Higdon, Tierra Johnson,

Due to inclement weather the team moved the event from the Hopewell 
Sunlight Elks Lodge to the Hopewell city Community Center where ap-
proximately 400 members of the community visited. The festivities includ-
ed a bouncy house, food truck, the Fort Lee band, Papa John’s pizza, candy, games and prize give-aways! Members of the 
community, Fort Lee,  Hopewell City Fire Department, and local business set up decorated tables to hand out treats to the 
trick or treaters. 

Special guest came out to support the event and served as judges for the decorated tables. Senator-Elect Dance, Sheriff Sodat, 
Mrs. Sodat, Director of Social Services Ray Spicer, Superintendent Dr. Fahey, and a representative from Hopewell Rede-
velopment and Housing Authority, Mellisa Underwood arrived ready to judge in Halloween costumes! The event was a true 

statement of leaders, businesses and member in the community coming together to 
support a well-deserved cause. Most importantly, the willingness for the Hopewell 
Community Center to open their doors to made the event a success. 

Special thanks must be given to the Director of Parks and Recreation Aaron Miller, 
and his staff. Serita Jennings, Lillie Taylor and Vickie Vance volunteered their time 
to put the make sure the children that walked through the doors of the Community 
Center had a great time and that the last minute switch went off without a hitch. The  
Community Centers professionalism and ability to jump into action is must appre-
ciation and is a true example of the city and the community coming together for the 
youth.

Later that night Midnight Basketball was underway at the Community 
Center as well! Retired Director of Parks and Recreation, Jo Turek and 
Ronnie Parker helped organized the event with Vice Mayor Jasmine 
Gore. The newly on board Parks and Recreation Director, Aaron Re-
idmiller, supported the outreach effort and expressed excitement as the 
Community Center’s team of staff prepared for the midnight event. 
Mitzi Eubank, Sherry Leech, Aaron Clay Ben Eubank helped Mr. Park-
er put the event together and hung out with the youth during the night. 
Official sponsors included the Hopewell city Sheriff Department, Papa 
Johns, Rosa’s Italian Ristorante Pizzaria, Chanellos Pizza, and the City 
of Hopewell Community Center. City Councilor Brenda Pelham, Na-

Quetta Higdon, members of the Hopewell Police and Fire Department participated in the event as well. Teens showed off their 
skills in various basketball contests from 9:00pm to 2:00 am and were award metals for their achievements. Special thanks 
must be given to Ronnie Parker for his hands-on participation in the event planning as well as his enthusiasm with the youth 
the entire night. Also, Malik Wheat must be recognized for his engagement with the teens as well.

Community and City of Hopewell staff came together 
to put on two great events for the youth in the city
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Parade
Start: Where does the parade start? 
Cavalier Square
End: Where does the parade end? 
Ashford Civic Plaza (Downtown)
Route: What is the parade route? 15th 
Ave to City Point Road to Main Street 
to W. Broadway
Registration: Where do I register for 
the parade? The Hopewell Community 
Center or PO Box 358 Hopewell, VA 
23860
Fees: How much does it cost? Most 
groups are $25 per group/float. Special 
rates apply for car groups. See flyer.
Times: What time does the parade 
start and end? 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
Viewing: Where can I view the parade? 
Any public sidewalk or parking area. 
Please do not stand in the street.
More info: Who can I contact for 
more information? Hopewell Jaycees: 
hopewellparade@yahoo.com
Lane Closure: What streets will be 
closed for this event? 15th Avenue 
from Cavalier Square to City Point 
Road. City Point Road from 15th 
Avenue to Main Street. Main Street 
from City Point Road to W. Broadway. 
W. Broadway from Main Street to 6th 
Avenue.
Restrooms: Will there be public 
restrooms along the parade route? No. 
Public restrooms will not be available 
along the
route.

Tree LighTing
Where: Where does the tree lighting 
take place? Ashford Civic Plaza 
(Downtown between City Hall and 
Courthouse)
Time: What time does the event start 
and end? 6:00-8:00 pm.
Activities: What else will be taking 
place? There will be a raffle prize 
give-away, carnival rides, horse and 
carriage rides,
time with Santa, and a holiday concert 
at the Beacon Theater.
Cost: Does it cost anything to attend? 
No. Concessions will be available 
for purchase and some refreshments 
will be free of charge. Rides are free. 
Concert is free.
Parking: Where can I park? Parking 
is available on the street, in the 
courthouse parking lot, in the city lot 
beside the Ligon Jones building, at the 
lot across from the post office, at the 

Hopewell Community Center, and in 
the lot behind the Beacon Theater.
Restrooms: Are restrooms available? 
Yes. Restrooms are available in the 
Beacon Theater.
Will businesses downtown be open? 
Yes. Some businesses will be open 
during the event.
Lane Closure: What streets will be 
closed for this event? E. Broadway 
from Rt. 10 to Hopewell Street. 
Cawson Street from Rt. 10 to 
Hopewell Street. Library Street from 
Appomattox Street to E. Broadway.
Information: Who do I call for 
more information? The Hopewell 
Community Center, (804) 541-2353.
Beacon Theater Concert
Cost: How much does it cost? Free.
Times: What time does the concert 
start and end? 7:00-8:30 pm.

Performers: Who will be performing? 
Choral and band groups from Hopewell 
High School and the Appomattox 
Regional Governor’s School.
Family Friendly: Is this a family-
oriented concert? Yes. All ages are 
welcome.
Refreshments: Will the Beacon 
be serving refreshments? Yes. 
Concessions will be available for 
purchase.
Inclement Weather: Please call the 
inclement weather hotline at 541-
2401.
This event is being offered through 
a partnership between the Hopewell 
Recreation and Parks Department, 
the Hopewell Downtown Partnership, 
the Beacon Theater and the Hopewell 
Jaycees.

holiday Parade and Tree Lighting FaQ
Sunday, december 7, 2014

Holiday Parade Route 
2014 

START 

FINISH 

Start:  Cavalier Square 

15th Avenue 

City Point Road 

Main Street 

Broadway Avenue 

Finish:  Hopewell City Hall 

Parade Vehicle Exit 
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Candlelight Vigil
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Safety 
Tips
     
 
The winter holidays are a time 
for celebration, and that means 
more cooking, home decorating, 
entertaining, and an increased risk of 
fire and accidents. Please take a few 
moments to review the follow these 
guidelines to help make your holiday 
season safer and more enjoyable for 
you and those that you love..

ChiLdren and PeTS 
• Poinsettias are known to be poisonous 
to humans and animals, so keep them 
well out of reach, or avoid having 
them. 
• Keep decorations at least 6 inches 
above the child’s reach. 
• Avoid using tinsel. It can fall on the 
floor and a curious child or pet may eat 
it. This can cause anything from mild 
distress to death. 
• Keep any ribbons on gifts and tree 
ornaments shorter than 7 inches. A 
child could wrap a longer strand of 
ribbon around their neck and choke. 
• Avoid mittens with strings for 
children. The string can get tangled 
around the child’s neck and cause them 
to choke. It is easier to replace a mitten 
than a child. 
• Watch children and pets around space 
heaters or the fireplace. Do not leave a 
child or pet unattended. 
• Store scissors and any sharp objects 
that you use to wrap presents out of 
your child’s reach. 
• Inspect wrapped gifts for small 
decorations, such as candy canes, 
gingerbread men, and mistletoe berries, 
all of which are choking hazards. 

 deCoraTionS 
• Use only non-combustible and 
flame-resistant materials to trim a tree. 
Choose tinsel and artificial icicles of 
plastic and non-leaded metals. 
• Never use lighted candles on a tree or 
near other evergreens. Always use non-
flammable holders, and place candles 
where they will not be knocked over. 
• In homes with small children, take 
special care to avoid decorations that 
are sharp and breakable, and keep 
trimmings with small removable parts 
out of the reach of children. 

• Avoid trimmings that resemble candy 
and food that may tempt a young child 
to put them in his mouth. 
Holiday Lighting 
• Use caution with holiday decorations 
and, whenever possible, choose 
those made with flame-resistant, 
flame-retardant and non-combustible 
materials. 
• Keep candles away from decorations 
and other combustible materials, 
and do not use candles to decorate 
Christmas trees. 
• Carefully inspect new and previously 
used light strings, and replace damaged 
items before plugging lights in. Do not 
overload extension cords. 
• Don’t mount lights in any way that 
can damage the cord’s wire insulation.  
To hold lights in place, string them 
through hooks or insulated staples—
DO NOT use nails or tacks. Never pull 
or tug lights to remove them.
• Keep children and pets away from 
light strings and electrical decorations. 
• Never use electric lights on a metallic 
tree. The tree can become charged 
with electricity from faulty lights, and 
a person touching a branch could be 
electrocuted. 
• Before using lights outdoors, check 
labels to be sure they have been 
certified for outdoor use.  
• Make sure all the bulbs work and 
that there are no frayed wires, broken 
sockets or loose connections. 
• Plug all outdoor electric decorations 
into circuits with ground-fault circuit 
interrupters to avoid potential shocks. 
• Turn off all lights when you go to bed 
or leave the house. The lights could 
short out and start a fire.

TreeS 
• When purchasing an artificial tree, 
look for the label “fire-resistant.” 
• When purchasing a live tree, check 
for freshness. A fresh tree is green, 
needles are hard to pull from branches, 
and when bent between your fingers, 
needles do not break. 
• When setting up a tree at home, place 
it away from fireplaces, radiators and 
portable heaters. Place the tree out of 
the way of traffic and do not block 
doorways. 
• Cut a few inches off the trunk of your 
tree to expose the fresh wood. This 
allows for better water absorption and 
will help to keep your tree from drying 
out and becoming a fire hazard. 
• Be sure to keep the stand filled with 
water, because heated rooms can dry 
live trees out rapidly.
• Make sure the base is steady so the 
tree won’t tip over easily. 
Toys and Ornaments 
• Purchase appropriate toys for the 
appropriate age. Some toys designed 
for older children might be dangerous 
for younger children. 

• Electric toys should be UL/FM 
approved. 
• Toys with sharp points, sharp edges, 
strings, cords, and parts small enough 
to be swallowed should not be given to 
small children. 
• Place older ornaments and decorations 
that might be painted with lead paint 
out of the reach of small children and 
pets.

hoLiday enTerTaining
• Unattended cooking is the leading 
cause of home fires in the U.S.  When 
cooking for holiday visitors, remember 
to keep an eye on the range. 
• Keep matches and lighters up high, 
out of sight and reach of children 
(preferably in a locked cabinet). 
• Test your smoke alarms, and let guests 
know what your fire escape plan is. 
• Provide plenty of large, deep ashtrays, 
and check them frequently. Cigarette 
butts can smolder in the trash and 
cause a fire, so completely douse 
cigarette butts with water before 
discarding. 
  
FirePLaCeS 
• Before lighting any fire, remove 
all greens, boughs, papers and other 
decorations from fireplace area. Check 
to see that the flue is open. 
• Use care with “fire salts,” which 
produce colored flames when 
thrown on wood fires. They contain 
heavy metals that can cause intense 
gastrointestinal irritation and vomiting 
if eaten. 
• Do not burn wrapping papers in the 
fireplace. A flash fire may result as 
wrappings ignite suddenly and burn 
intensely. 
 Security   
• Use your home burglar alarm system. 
• If you plan to travel for the holidays, 
don’t discuss your plans with strangers. 
• Have a trusted friend or neighbor to 
keep an eye on your home.
• Keep all car doors locked and 
windows closed. Set your alarm or use 
an anti-theft device.
• Never leave your car unoccupied with 
the motor running or with children 
inside.
• Do not leave packages or valuables 
on the seat of your car. This creates 
a temptation for thieves. If you must 
leave something in the car, lock it in 
the trunk or put it out of sight.
• Be sure to locate your keys prior to 
going to your car.
• When approaching or leaving 
your vehicle, be aware of your 
surroundings.   Do not approach your 
car alone if there are suspicious people 
in the area.
• Avoid parking next to vans, trucks 
with camper shells, or cars with tinted 
windows. 



Page 14 of 16 December 2014 City E-Currents

PU
BL

IC
 S

A
FE

TY
  c

on
tin

ue
d Get Ready for Winter Weather!

Recent Virginia winters 
have been cold and snowy, 
and many people had power 
outages.  It’s so important 
to be winter-ready that the 
National Weather Service and 
the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management have 
set aside Nov. 30-Dec. 6 as 
Winter Preparedness Week.  

No matter the predictions, 
a significant winter storm 
is always possible.  With 
an El Nino weather pattern 
expected this season, there 
could be a wetter than normal 
winter.  And El Nino winters 
can be snowier if atmospheric 
conditions are right … just 
like the winter of 2009-10.

Remember: an important part 
of winter weather planning 
is being prepared to stay 
where you are until conditions 
improve.  To be ready, take 
these steps: 

• Get a kit.  Basic 
emergency supplies include:  

• Three days’ food that 
doesn’t need refrigeration or 
electricity to prepare it
• Three days’ water (a gallon 
per person per day)
• A battery-powered and/or 
hand-crank radio with extra 
batteries
• For businesses and offices, 
some bottles of water, food 
bars and a radio or TV to 
hear local information about 
whether or not it is safe to 
travel
• A power pack for 
recharging cell phones and 
other mobile devices
• Make a plan.  Everyone 
needs an emergency plan: 
• Decide who your out-of-
town emergency contact will 
be.
• Where will you meet up 
with family members if you 
can’t return home?
• Get an emergency 
plan worksheet at www.
ReadyVirginia.gov.

• Stay informed.  Before, 
during and after a winter 

storm, you should:
• Listen to local media for 
information and instructions 
from emergency officials.
• Be aware of winter storm 
watches and warnings and 
road conditions.
• Get where you need to go 
before the weather gets bad.
• Get road condition 
information 24/7 by 
calling 511 or checking 
www.511Virginia.org

• Download the Ready 
Virginia app. Free app for 
iPhone® and Android™ 
features:
• Location-specific weather 
watches and warnings issued 
by NWS 
• Disaster news from the 
Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management
• A customizable family 
emergency plan that can be 
easily shared
• A checklist for gathering 
emergency supplies
• Links to register for local 
emergency alerts, and more
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COLONIAL HEIGHTS – While chilly 
air is just now stretching 
across the Richmond District, 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) is 
ready to mobilize as soon 
as wintry weather arrives. 
The Richmond District ex-
perienced twenty separate 
winter weather events last 
season, which means that 
preparation is an important, 
year-long effort. “Our focus 
is maintaining roads for 
drivers’ safety,” said District 
maintenance engineer, Rob 
Bowman, P.E., “We’ve been 
performing dry runs of snow 
removal routes, receiving 
deliveries of snow removal 
materials and preparing our 

equipment for icy conditions. 
With approximately 18,000 
lane miles of roads to main-
tain, we have to be ready.”

Snow removal by the num-
bers

The region currently has an 
estimated $10.5 million bud-
geted for snow removal out 
of an overall maintenance 
budget of $195 million. If 
necessary, additional mainte-
nance resources can be used 
for snow removal. 

Materials and supplies in 
stock for this season include; 
46,000 tons of salt, 14,000 
tons of sand, 8,500 tons 

of treated abrasives and 
100,000 gallons of salt brine. 
VDOT replenishes supplies 
as they are used throughout 
the winter.

The Richmond District cur-
rently has 2,500 pieces of 
equipment available for snow 
and ice removal, including 
1,400 owned and another 
1,100 contracted. The equip-
ment includes plows, spread-
ers, front end loaders, motor 
graders and backhoes. 

Road-clearing priorities

 VDOT’s goal is to have all 
state-maintained roads pass-
able within 48 hours after 
a winter storm ends. Crews 
first begin clearing inter-
states, primary roads and 
major secondary roads that 
connect important public 
facilities, such as; emergency 
services, localities, employ-
ment hubs, schools, hospitals 
and military posts. Second-
ary streets with lower traffic 
volumes will be treated dur-
ing multi-day storms, but the 
focus first remains on roads 
that carry the most traffic.

VDOT’s Richmond District 
is Ready for Winter
Richmond region snow removal budget 
totals approximately $10.5 million
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