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	        CITY OF HOPEWELL
Hopewell, Virginia, 23860
	

	   


CITY COUNCIL

Brenda S. Pelham, Mayor, Ward #6
Christina J. Luman-Bailey, Vice Mayor, Ward #1
Arlene Holloway, Councilor, Ward #2
Anthony J. Zevgolis, Councilor, Ward #3      
Jasmine E. Gore, Councilor, Ward #4
K. Wayne Walton, Councilor, Ward #5
Jackie M. Shornak, Councilor, Ward #7


	
	AGENDA
PHONE: 541-2249
FAX: 541-2248
      


	

	 

	e-mail: info@hopewellva.gov
rkearney@hopewellva.gov
www.hopewellva.gov
	Mark A. Haley, City Manager
Stefan M. Calos, City Attorney
Ross A. Kearney, III, City Clerk



Date: November 24, 2015            MUNICIPAL BUILDING    	TIME:  
                                                                                                                                                                  	Closed Meeting 6:30 p.m.
									          	Regular Meeting 7:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. 						CLOSED MEETING

Motion: RESOLVE TO GO INTO CLOSED MEETING FOR (I) DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE, WHERE DISCUSSION IN AN OPEN MEETING WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE BARGAINING POSITION OR NEGOTIATING STRATEGY OF CITY COUNCIL, (II) DISCUSSION CONCERNING A PROSPECTIVE BUSINESS WHERE NO PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN MADE OF THE BUSINESS' INTEREST IN LOCATING IN THE COMMUNITY, (III) DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE INVESTMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS WHERE BARGAINING IS INVOLVED, WHERE, IF MADE PUBLIC INITIALLY, THE FINANCIAL INTEREST OF THE CITY WOULD BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED, AND (IV) CONSULTATION WITH LEGAL COUNSEL RETAINED BY CITY COUNCIL REGARDING SPECIFIC LEGAL MATTERS REQUIRING THE PROVISION OF LEGAL ADVICE BY SUCH COUNSEL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 2.2-3711 (A) (3) (5) (6) & (7), RESPECTIVELY.

REGULAR MEETING

7:30 p.m.	 	Call to Order, roll call, and welcome to visitors 

Prayer by Chaplain Laura Amison followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
 
CONSENT AGENDA
All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by Council and will be approved or received by one motion in the form listed. Items may be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion under the Regular Agenda at the request of any Council Member.

C-1.  Minutes:  January 2015 – April 2015 meetings.
C-2.  Pending List: Same Action Form in Previous Packets from Councilor Gore.
C-3.  Information for Council Review: None
C-4.  Personnel Change Report & Financial Report: None
C-5.  Public Hearings Announcements: December 1, 2015 Public Hearing/Special Meeting Regarding Charter Amendments; Regular City Council Meeting to be held December 15th, 2015.
C-6.  Routine Approval of Work Sessions: City Council Advance on December 11th & 12th, 2015.
C-7.  Ordinances on second and final reading: None
C-7a Ordinance on First and Only Reading after Public Hearing: None 
C-8.  Routine Grant Approval: None
C-9.  Proclamations/Resolutions/Presentations: National Adoption Awareness Month – Ray Spicer DSS 
[bookmark: _GoBack]         and the Armstrong Family.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS
Communications from Citizens – A Communications from Citizens period, limited in total time to 30 minutes, shall be part of the Order of Business at each regular Council meeting. Each speaker will be limited to three (3) minutes. No citizen will be permitted to speak on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular agenda of the meeting at which the speaker is to make remarks. (See Minute Book 26, Page 33, dated March 26, 2002.) Any other person desiring to make a comment who is recognized by the chair. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NONE

REGULAR BUSINESS

	Reports of City Manager

R-1. Regular Business: Award of City of Hopewell Legacy Business Grants

	RECOMMENDATION:  The EDA requests that the City Council approve the transfer 
                                                        of $20,000 from the Downtown Façade Improvement 
                                                        Program to fund another round of grants under this program 
                                                        to be awarded around mid-year in 2016.

	MOTION: Resolve to approve the transfer of $20,000 from the Downtown Façade 
                               Improvement Program to fund another round of grants under this 
                               program of which is to be awarded around mid-year in 2016.

R-2. Regular Business: Endorse approval by planning commission of request to subdivide lands 
                                        of Shree Arihant Motel Inc. & Innkeeper of Hopewell forming Lots 1, 
                                        2, 3, 4 & 5 Colonial Corner Plaza.

	RECOMMENDATION: The City Administration recommends endorsement of the 
                                                       approval of a request to subdivide Colonial Corner Plaza.

	MOTION:  Endorse approval of planning commission of request to subdivide lands 
                                of Shree Arihant Motel Inc. & Innkeeper of Hopewell forming Lots 1, 2, 
                                3, 4 & 5 Colonial Corner Plaza and resolve to approve plat.

R.3. Regular Business: Resolution to Amend the FY 2015-16 budget to appropriate 
                                        funds to support the economic development operating expenses.

	RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends appropriating $25,000 to fund expenses 
                                                        such as surveys, inspections, etc. 

	MOTION: Resolve to Amend the FY 2015-16 budget to appropriate
                                $25,000.00 to support the economic development operating expenses.


R.4 – Regular Business: Resolution to Amend Fiscal Year 2015-16 budget and to appropriate 
                                         funds to support winter shelter.

	RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends appropriating funds to support winter 
                                                       shelter. 

MOTION: Resolve to Amend Fiscal Year 2015-16 budget to 
                    appropriate $20,000.00 to support winter shelter.

Roll Call

R-5. Regular Business: Hopewell Police and Fire personnel salaries are the lowest in the area.  
                                        The low salaries have a direct impact on recruitment and more 
                                        importantly the retention of our public safety personnel.  The proposed 
                                        salary increases will also include current officers and supervisors to 
                                        prevent compression.


RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the increase of the salaries of Public Safety personnel 
                                            to make the City more competitive with surrounding 
                                            jurisdictions. Also adjust the salaries of the current officers and 
                                            supervisors to prevent the compression issue.

MOTION: Resolve to approve the increase of salaries of the Hopewell Police and Fire 
                   Personnel beginning the first pay period of January 2016.

Roll Call









R-6. Regular Business: City of Hopewell 2016 Legislative Agenda (Note:  The following items 
                                        8-18 do not require a public hearing and therefore are ready for action; 
                                        items numbered 1-7 will be addressed at the December 1, 2015 special 
                                        meeting and public hearing).

8.	The City of Hopewell REQUESTS the elimination of local fines and fees by the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Virginia Municipal League and the Virginia First Cities Coalition calls for an end to the state seizure of local fines and forfeitures, which began in 2012 based upon a misinterpretation of the Code of Virginia.  If allowed to exist, these funds will continue to have a major impact on the City’s public safety program.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

9.	The City of Hopewell REQUESTS recognition from the General Assembly and Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia recognizing the 100th Year Anniversary of the City of Hopewell’s  incorporation from July 1, 1916- July 1, 2016. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve


10.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS full funding for state aid to Local Police Department (HB599) to assist with fighting crime and criminal activity. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve

11.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS full funding for K-12 education. It is essential that the state meet its constitutional responsibility to adequately fund K-12 education, including full funding of all state mandates from the General Assembly and updated to the Standards of Quality (SOQ) to reflect actual education costs.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

12.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS changes in state assessment and accountability system for K-12 schools. Specifically, the revision to the state report card - eliminate A-F school rating system. In addition, (1) Revise state accountability Standards of Learning (SOL) System to better reflect skills students will need to be successful in the 21st Century global economy (2) Test administration flexibility and (3) Increase use of technology for SOL testing (resources needed). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

13.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS funding for high poverty school districts. Funding is critical to the following: (1) retaining qualified teachers (2) funding for wraparound services to support interagency programing for children and parents of poverty (3) funding to support literacy initiatives and (4) funding to support professional development activities for teachers and administrators in high poverty districts.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve


14.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS continued funding of the Water Quality Improvement Fund to help municipalities further reduce nutrient discharges into State Waters. Hopewell Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility is currently constructing a $74 million nitrogen reduction project using 60% grant funding   from the Water Quality Improvement Fund (WQIF). The project is scheduled for completion in early 2017. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve 

15.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS the creation of a Virginia Manufacturers Nutrient Growth Pool of nitrogen and phosphorus wastewater load allocation to promote economic and community growth. However, the allocation must not be taken from existing discharges to the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. This potentially will affect the Hopewell Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility because part of the HRWTF’s current allocation could be taken which could require the facility to install more treatment at a very expensive cost and have a negative impact on local industrial growth.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

16.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS a James River Study on Nutrient Allocation. In 2010, EPA adopted a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment for the James River. The TMDL resulted in much more stringent nutrient reductions than Virginia had deemed necessary. Since that time, Virginia has studied the river water quality and has noted deficiencies in EPA’s TMDL study.  The Virginia TMDL contains more reasonable standards and wastewater allocations and should replace the EPA TMDL. EPA’s TMDL would require the Hopewell Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility to install additional expensive treatment to meet the EPA requirements. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

17.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS and endorse the Virginia First Cities Coalition Proposed 2016 Community Wealth Building Legislative Agenda (see attached proposed agenda). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

18.	The City of Hopewell SUPPORTS and endorse the Virginia Municipal League 2016 Legislative Program (see attached program). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve

	MOTION: Endorse the Supporting Position Statements regarding 
                                Legislative Initiatives of the Virginia Municipal League and Virginia 
                                First Cities.


Roll Call
	
Reports of the City Attorney
None


Reports of the City Clerk:
None

Reports of City Council:
	Committees

	Individual Requests –

	Any Other Councilor

CITIZENS/COUNCILOR REQUESTS
COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS

ADJOURNMENT
Motion: resolve to adjourn the Regular Meeting
Action: consensus
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