PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
CITY OF HOPEWELL

The Hopewell City Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 300 N. Main Street, Hopewell, Virginia, regarding the following proposed amendments to Chapter 15, Fire Prevention and Protection, of the City’s code, as follows:

1. Amend Sec. 15-10, paragraph C.  to incorporate a schedule of rates for emergency ambulance transport services by the city, as follows:

	
	Service
	Fee

	
	Basic Life Support
	$450

	
	Advanced Life Support – 1
	$550

	
	Advanced Life Support – 2
	$750

	
	Grant Transport Miles
	$10.00 per loaded mile in addition to transport charges as detailed above



2. Insert Sec. 15-52 to read that parking in a fire lane or within 15 feet of any fire hydrant is a Class 1 Misdemeanor and may result in a fine of $200.00, and that the vehicle will be subject to towing at the owner’s expense.

3. Insert Sec. 15-61 D. to read that a service fee of $25 shall be assessed against the owner or tenant of any residential, commercial or industrial premises protected by an operative alarm system who has not obtained the required permit within the time limits set forth in this section that if a service fee is assessed, it must be paid before the permit will be issued and that if the permit required by this section is not obtained within 30 days after notification by the Police Chief, continued operation of the alarm system shall constitute a misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum fine of $250.

4. Insert Sec. 15-62 A.  to read that an owner or tenant of residential, commercial or industrial premises protected by an alarm system shall be assessed a civil penalty of $100 if the owner, tenant, or its designee fails to arrive at the protected premises within one hour of being notified in connection with an activation of the alarm system.

5. Insert Sec. 15-62 B. to read that an owner or tenant of residential, commercial or industrial premises protected by an alarm system which emits an audible signal loud enough to be heard by any other person outside the property shall be responsible for silencing such audible signal as soon as reasonably possible, but in all cases within 30 minutes if being notified in connection with an activation of alarm system, and that any person failing to comply with this section shall be assessed a civil penalty of $100.

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Insert Sec. 15-63 A 1-6 to read that the owner or tenant of any residential, commercial and industrial premises protected by an alarm system shall pay a service fee for false alarms originating from the protected premises, that the service fee shall be due upon receipt of the bill and shall be payable to the City Treasurer, and that the service fee shall be assessed for each false alarm during each calendar year as follows:
a. First alarm: no charge
b. Second alarm: $50
c. Third alarm: $75
d. Fourth alarm: $100
e. Fifth alarm: $125
f. Sixth and each subsequent false alarm: $150
g. Failure to notify prior to alarm testing: $150.  

7. Insert Sec. 15-64 B. to read that the failure of a permit holder to pay any service fee or civil penalty assessed under this chapter within 30 days after it is assessed shall constitute grounds for the revocation of an alarm system permit by the Police Chief, that any service fee or civil penalty remaining unpaid 30 days after it has been assessed shall be referred to the City Treasurer for collection, that a late payment penalty of 10% or $10, whichever is greater, shall be added to the account upon referral to the Treasurer, that the City Treasurer may attempt to collect any fee or penalty due by any method authorized in the Code of Virginia, that any City agency or department, including the Finance Department, may assist the City Treasurer in collecting such fee or penalty, that the City Treasurer may impose upon the permit holder an administrative charge to offset the cost of engaging in collection, that  such administrative charge shall not exceed the maximum amount authorized by Virginia Code §58.1-3958, and that the continued operation of an alarm system by the owner or tenant of premises protected by an alarm system after notification by first-class mail that the permit has been revoked shall constitute a misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum fine of $250.

The hearing shall be open to the public.  City Council shall permit persons an opportunity to present oral testimony within such reasonable time limits as shall be set by City Council.
