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Hopewell Recreation and Parks Receives Best New Program Award
HOPEWELL, VA. Over 500 delegates from around the state gathered last week at the 62nd Annual Conference of the Virginia Recreation and Park Society held at the Hotel Roanoke Convention Center. The conference is a learning exchange and provides an opportunity for recreation and park professionals to discuss areas of common interest.

Highlighting each year’s conference is a formal presentation of awards. This state-wide program honors individuals, departments and organizations throughout Virginia who have demonstrated excellence in any of several areas during the previous year. 101 applications were received vying for awards in 14 different categories. Judged by a jury of its peers, Hopewell Recreation and Parks, was selected as the Best New Program Award.
Population 25,000 and Under:

Heroes Camp 

Heroes Camp is a weeklong day camp program which unites children ages 6-13 with public safety officials, first responders and military personnel for a glimpse into each career field.  Participants enjoyed a variety of activities including extinguishing a fire with a water hose, kids vs. cops dodgeball, and rides in a military utility vehicle just to name a few.  The camp featured a variety of field trips which included the Hopewell Court House, Fort Lee Military Reservation, and Hopewell Fire Station 1.  The camp was offered for the first time in 2015 as part of a complete overhaul of the department’s summer camp offerings.  The program was made possible with the participation of the Hopewell Fire Department, Hopewell Police Department, Hopewell Sheriff’s Department and Fort Lee Military Reservation.  The popular camp will be offered again in the summer of 2017.  

“We are honored and humbled to receive this award for what we believe is a very special program,” said Aaron Reidmiller, director of Recreation and Parks for the City of Hopewell.  “We would not have been able to offer this unique camp opportunity without the full support of our partner agencies and the dedication of our summer camp staff.”  

The mission of the Virginia Recreation and Park Society is to unite all professionals, students, and interested lay persons engaged in the field of recreation, parks, and other leisure services in the Commonwealth of Virginia. For more information on the Society contact the state office at 804/730-9447 or visit them on the web at www.vrps.com.
The Hopewell Recreation and Parks Department offers a variety of recreational opportunities designed to improve the overall health and wellbeing of the community.  Through dedicated services and resource management, the department provides a healthy, friendly and safe environment for the citizens of Hopewell.    
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